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Fire Inspector I 
Certification Procedures Guide 

This Certification Procedure Guide reflects the requirements of: 

NFPA 1031: Standard for Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plans 
Examiner, 2014 Edition 



Introduction to Fire Inspector I Certification 

FSTB website: 

Fire Service Training Bureau | Iowa Department of Public Safety 

FSTB Certification phone number: 515-727-3447 

Candidates wishing to attain national certification at the Fire Inspector I level through the 

Iowa Fire Service Training Bureau Certification System must start the process by attending 

an FSTB-approved course of instruction prior to registering for and paying the fee for a seat 

at one of the State’s regional examination sites. Per the Iowa Administrative Code Section 

251.201(2) examination fees are due at the time of registration and no later than 2 weeks 

prior to the examination date. 

Candidates will register for examinations through their Acadis portal account. 

https://iafstb.acadisonline.com/acadisviewer/login.aspx 

Candidates are given twelve (12) months to complete each certification process. This time 

limit starts when the candidate takes their FIRST examination for this level (pass or fail). 

The initial registration fee of $50 allows the candidate one (1) attempt to pass the written 

examination. After this, every RETAKE is charged a $50 fee. 

If the twelve (12) month time limit expires and the candidate has not successfully completed 
all the requirements for this certification process, the candidate’s record is archived, and the 
candidate will have to restart the process. 

If it has been more than two (2) years since the candidate has taken the course of instruction, 
before they can pursue this level of certification, they will need to retake the course and 
provide proof of completion. 

https://dps.iowa.gov/divisions-iowa-department-public-safety/iowa-state-fire-marshal-division/fstb
https://iafstb.acadisonline.com/acadisviewer/login.aspx


Fire Inspector I - Certification Requirements 

Prerequisites: 

Candidates pursuing certification at the Fire Inspector I level must meet the following conditions: 

1. Be a current member of a fire, emergency or rescue organization within the State of Iowa or enrolled in

a Fire Science program within the Iowa College System. All candidates pursuing certification shall be

at least 18 years of age.

2. Must have attended FSTB-approved Fire Inspector I course of instruction within the past two (2) years of
starting the certification process.

An official picture ID (e.g., driver’s license, state-issued identification card, military ID, etc.) must be 

presented for admittance to ANY written and practical examination. 

Written Examination: 

The Fire Inspector I written examination is based on Job Performance Requirements listed in NFPA 1031 - 
Standard for Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plans Examiner, 2014 edition. 

• The Fire Inspector I written examination contains 100 multiple choice and/or True-False questions.

• Candidates are required to score a minimum of 70% on the written examination. Candidates who fail the written

examination are responsible for notifying the FSTB of their desire to retake the written examination by

registering for another examination site and paying another registration fee of $50. Candidates may not take

the written examination more than once per day.

• The below chart shows the maximum time allowed for the written examinations based on the number of

questions on the examination.

Number of 
Questions 

Maximum Time 
Allowed 

25 30 Minutes 

50 60 Minutes 

75 90 Minutes 

100 120 Minutes 



Project: 

1. The Fire Inspector I Project is based on Job Performance Requirements listed in NFPA 1031 -
Standard for Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan Examiner, 2014 edition,
Chapter 4. The Project includes: Investigating common complaints, given a reported situation or
condition; Identifying the applicable code or standard, given a fire protection, fire prevention, or
life safety issue; Participating in legal proceedings, given the findings of a field inspection or a
compliant and consultation with legal counsel; Preparing inspection reports, given agency
policy and procedures, and observations from an assigned field inspection; Recognizing the
need for a permit, given a situation or condition; Recognizing the need for a plan review, given
a situation or condition; Identifying the applicable code or standard, given a fire protection, fire
prevention, or life safety issue; Identifying the occupancy classification of a single-use
occupancy, given a description of the occupancy and its use; Computing the allowable
occupant load of a single-use occupancy or portion thereof, given a detailed description of the
occupancy; Verifying the type of construction for an addition or remodeling project, given field
observations or a description of the project and the materials being used; Inspecting means of
egress elements, given observations made during a field inspection of an existing building;
Determining the operational readiness of existing fixed fire suppression systems, given test
documentation and field observations; Determining the operational readiness of existing fire
detection and alarm systems, given test documentation and field observations; Determining the
operational readiness of existing portable fire extinguishers, given field observations and test
documentation; Comparing an approved plan to an existing fire protection system, given
approved plans and field observations; Verifying that emergency planning and preparedness
measures are in place and have been practiced, given field observations, copies of emergency
plans, and records of exercises; Verifying fire flow for a site, given fire flow test results and
water supply data; Recognizing hazardous conditions involving equipment, processes, and
operations, given field observations; Inspecting emergency access for an existing site, given
field observations; Verifying code compliance for incidental storage, handling, and use of
flammable and combustible liquids and gases, given field observations and inspection
guidelines from the AHJ; Verifying code compliance for incidental storage, handling, and use of
hazardous materials, given field observations; Recognizing a hazardous fire growth potential in
a building or space, given field observations; and Determining code compliance, given the
codes, standards, and policies of the jurisdiction and a fire protection issue. Detailed
instructions and associated documents are located at the end of this Procedures Guide.

References / Textbooks: 

• IFSTA, Fire Inspection and Code Enforcement, 8th Edition, 2016

• Jones & Bartlett, Fire Inspector: Principles and Practice, Revised Enhanced 1st Edition, 2016

Please keep a copy of all your certification documentation for your own records.
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