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1. Purpose or Objective   

The purpose of this standard is to set forth the principle by which all Subsystem 
Administrators and their radio users on the ISICS system will establish names for their 
radios. This will ensure there are no duplicate names and explain how radio alias names 
are created.  

2. Technical Background  

• Capabilities  

 N/A 

• Constraints 

 Every Radio User ID in the system has to be unique and cannot be duplicated.  

 The Radio User Alias field will hold up to 14 characters; the system will accept upper 
case alpha, numeric, period, dash, forward slash, and the number sign.  

3. Operational Context  

With the exception of the first two characters, users are technically free to choose any 
name they wish for their radio aliases. However, since this is a shared system, Radio User 
Aliases programmed into the system must have naming conventions so aliases will not 
conflict with each other.  

4. Recommended Protocol/Standard 
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Radio User Aliases will be prefixed with unique agency identification. Because of the 
number of agencies using the system, the prefix would be a minimum of two alphanumeric 
characters in length.  

Alias IDs shall begin with the first 2 characters: 

• County/local – County Number Code 
• State – IA 
• Federal – US 

 

Any deviations or exceptions to this naming standard must be approved by the Operations 
Committee.  
 

The naming standard only governs the first two characters, and characters following the 
first two are at the individual agency’s discretion. For example, the agency may opt to use 
more than two characters for the internal identifications.  
 

The body of the subscriber alias name could include an agency identification for the 
individual or pool radio, e.g., possibly the radio user’s call sign. If a radio user has multiple 
radios on the system, each radio must have a unique alias. The alias could be suffixed with 
identification for the radio itself, such as a “-P” for portable to differentiate between a 
mobile and portable radio used by the same person. This would allow dispatchers and 
System Administrators to readily identify radio users and whether the radio is a portable 
or mobile.  
 

An example could include the following:  
 

For any agency within Dallas County, the alias could be read as follows: 
 

• 25 25-1 M  [Dallas County Number Code] [Dallas County Number Code-Badge 
Number] [M for Mobile] 

• 25 ADPD 1 M  [Dallas County Number Code] [Adel Police Department] [Car 
Number] [M for Mobile] 

• 25-172 P  [Dallas County Number Code] [Adel Police Department Badge Number] 
[P for Portable] 

• 25 EMS 1 P  [Dallas County Number Code] [EMS County-wide] [Radio Number] [P 
for Portable] 
 

For a federal agency, the alias could be read as follows: 
 

• US DEA 23 M  [US Federal Agency] [Drug Enforcement Agency] [Agent #] [M for 
Mobile] 

A master table of Radio User Aliases will be created and maintained in the system by the 
Statewide System Administrator. They will be readily accessible through the data terminal 
for all who have rights on that part of the system. As alias names are created and approved, 
they will be placed on this master list to assist with operations and planning. (See State 
Standard 2.6.0, “Database Management”, under Section 2 – Management of System).  
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The Statewide System Administrator will be responsible for creating and assigning two- 
character prefixes for all agency identification. 

5. Recommended Procedure 

N/A 

6. Management 

The Local System Administrators and Statewide System Administrator are responsible for 
compliance of this standard. 


