
Certain data elements allow unknown

values. Unknown values should be used

only when necessary - reporting

unknown values limits a more

complete understanding of the crime.

The designated unknown values vary by

data element. 

For age, an unknown value is reported

as 00=Unknown. Agencies sometimes

report 99, which is used for those over

98 years old, or an age range of 01-98.

Only 00 should be reported when the

age is unknown.

An offender sequence number of

00=Unknown is used when nothing is

known about the offenders - i.e., no one

saw the offenders, there were no

suspects, and the number of offenders

is unknown. When an agency reports

00=Unknown, no other offender

information is entered.  

A complete list of data elements and

values is available in both the Iowa UCR

Program User Manual and the Iowa

UCR Technical Specification File Layout. 

The Iowa UCR program anticipates publishing 2021

data in mid-April via the Crime In Iowa public

portal at https://icrime.dps.state.ia.us/crimeiniowa.

Prior to the release, the Iowa UCR program will

continue to complete data quality checks and

contact agencies when questions arise. While the

state program makes every effort to ensure the

accuracy of reported incidents and arrests, agencies

maintain responsibility for submitted crime data.

Agencies that have not yet certified and submitted

a complete year of data should do so as soon as

possible. It will be included in the data release and

shared with the FBI. As the FBI deadline was March

14, 2022, submitted data will be added to the FBI

database but may not be included in national

publications. 

As a reminder, Chapter 692.15 of the Code of Iowa

requires law enforcement agencies within the state

to report crime and arrest data to the Iowa

Department of Public Safety’s UCR program, which

in turn generates annual statistics. Various

stakeholders use the crime data, including

government agencies, academic institutions, non-

profit organizations, and the media.

In January 2022, numerous Iowa agencies

participated in training offered by the FBI. While

this training was valuable, it did not cover state-

specific reporting requirements. To complement

the FBI training and provide more information on

state reporting requirements, the Iowa UCR

program will continue to provide training

opportunities. While these have been virtual since

2020, the Iowa UCR program intends to offer in-

person training this summer and fall. If your agency

would like to host a regional state training, please

contact the state program. Virtual training options

will also be available. Please expect more details

soon. 
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As always, please contact me with any 
questions or concerns.  I can be reached at  

loynacha@dps.state.ia.us or 
(515) 725-6251.
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