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Iowa State University’s Center for Survey Statistics and Methodology (CSSM) contracted with the Iowa 
Governor’s Traffic Safety Bureau (GTSB) to conduct the 2019 Traffic Safety Survey of licensed drivers in 
Iowa.  CSSM has conducted this survey for the GTSB annually since 2012.  The survey focuses on driving 
patterns and public awareness of traffic safety media campaigns and is designed to obtain information 
for reporting to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.  Primary contact at the Iowa GTSB is 
Cinnamon Weigel, GTSB Occupant Protection Coordinator. 
 
The 2019 Traffic Safety Survey consisted of 23 questions on a one-page document (both sides) designed 
for self-administration.  One new question was added, an item asking about safety belt use when riding 
in the back seat of a vehicle.  This question replaced the item asking about safety belt use for everyone 
under age 18.  The remaining questions were the same as in previous years, including 10 core questions 
requested by the NHTSA, five other related questions, two demographic items (age and gender), and 
five questions focusing on drowsy driving. 
 
The data collection process followed procedures used in past years.  CSSM staff collected the data in 
driver licensing offices in five Iowa cities:  Ankeny, Cedar Rapids, Council Bluffs, Fort Dodge, and Mason 
City.  Data was collected in each city on a single day, from approximately 8:30 am to 5 pm.   A copy of 
the paper survey was given on a clipboard to people in the waiting area of each driver licensing office.  
Surveys were voluntary and anonymous.  The driver licensing office employees were helpful and 
cooperative.  No problems or complications were encountered. 
 
The schedule and response for each city is shown below. 
 

City Date Day of Week Completed Surveys 

Ankeny 7/25/2019 Thursday 219 

Cedar Rapids 7/23/2019 Tuesday 197 

Council Bluffs 7/23/2019 Tuesday 146 

Fort Dodge 7/30/2019 Tuesday 66 

Mason City 7/31/2019 Wednesday 71 

TOTAL OF ALL LOCATIONS  699 

 
The total number of traffic safety surveys completed in 2019 was 699.  This compares to 856 surveys 
completed in 2018, 876 in 2017, 804 in 2016, 663 in 2015, 713 in 2014, 694 in 2013, and 702 in 2012.  
NHTSA reporting requires a minimum of 500 completed surveys. 
 
Completed surveys were key entered and checked by CSSM staff.  Response frequency tables were 
developed using SAS.  This report, an Excel data file, code manual, response frequency tables, and 
survey questionnaire were delivered to Cinnamon Weigel of the GTSB on September 19, 2019. 


