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IOWA DRUG RECOGNITION EXPERT ADVISORY BOARD 

Kip Hayward Award 
 

In 1992, Polk County Deputy Sheriff Kipton Hayward was among the first officers in Iowa to be certified as a Drug 

Recognition Expert while he was assigned to Polk County’s Alcohol Safety Action Program, or ASAP, unit.  He served in 

that capacity until the early morning hours of October 9, 1993 when he was on the scene of a fatality crash involving a 

drunk driver.  While performing collision-related duties, Deputy Hayward was struck and killed by a passing motorist, 

who continued driving from the scene and was stopped over one mile away by an Iowa State Trooper.  That driver was 

also found to be intoxicated by drugs and alcohol.   

In 1994, the Governor’s Traffic Safety Bureau memorialized Deputy Hayward’s ultimate sacrifice by forming the “Kip 

Hayward Award”.  In 1995, the GTSB began awarding one officer each year at this very conference.  This award was 

designed to select an officer who epitomizes what Deputy Hayward stood for and to honor their exemplary service to the 

citizens of the State of Iowa in combating impaired driving.  This award is a very special award amongst the DRE 

community and it signifies an officer reaching the highest mark in excellence to combating impaired driving. 

This year’s recipient of the Kip Hayward award is Trooper Karen Yaneff from the Iowa State Patrol and she was 

nominated by her supervisors, Lt. Jay Smith, Sgt. Kyle Haack, and Sgt. Nick Albrecht.  Trooper Yaneff has been with the 

Iowa State Patrol since 2001 and, prior to that, worked for the Sergeant Bluff Police Department and the Woodbury 

County Sheriff’s Office.  Since 2006, Trooper Yaneff has been assigned to Sioux City as part of the Iowa State Patrol’s 

District 5 in northwest Iowa.  During her early years with the Patrol, Trooper Yaneff excelled in apprehending impaired 

drivers and was second in her district in total contacts.  With each passing year she has increased her numbers to where 

she most recently arrested 43 people for alcohol-related Operating While Intoxicated and made approximately 40 drug-

related arrests.   

In 2010, Trooper Yaneff was selected to attend DRE School and, as expected, she excelled in this new role.  Since 

becoming certified as a DRE, Trooper Yaneff’s impaired driver detection skills have grown exponentially and she has 

conducted a total of 258 drug influence evaluations.  In addition, Trooper Yaneff conducted 47 enforcement drug 

influence evaluations in 2018; the most by any DRE in the state of Iowa.   She has become the “go-to” person when 

fellow officers need assistance in dealing with impaired drivers and is always available to assist her fellow officers from 

any agency.  In 2014, Trooper Yaneff was selected to become a DRE Instructor and has been one of the Core Instructors 

for our school.  Her dedication as an instructor continually molds new DREs.  In addition to her duties as a DRE and DRE 

Instructor, Trooper Yaneff is a crisis negotiator, field training officer, and she instructs Motor Vehicle Law at the DPS 

Academy.   

Trooper Yaneff’s statistics in the detection, arrest, and successful prosecution of persons operating a motor vehicle under 

the influence of alcohol or another drug are profound.  Her work ethic and dedication to combating impaired driving truly 

epitomizes the meaning behind this award and it is my pleasure to present her with the 2018 Kip Hayward Award.   
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