
         

  

 

ISICSB MISSION  

“The board shall develop,  
implement, and oversee policy,  

operations, and fiscal components of communi-
cations interoperability efforts at the state and 
local level and coordinate with similar efforts 
at the federal level, with the ultimate objective 
of developing and overseeing the operation of a 

statewide integrated public safety  
communications interoperability system.”  

 

ISICSB VISION  

“All emergency response entities in and around 
Iowa can access interoperable communications  

systems.” 

 JULY HAPPENINGS 
View calendar HERE 

Calendar Web Link:  
 https://isicsb.iowa.gov/events/month/2021-07 

 
 

AUGUST HAPPENINGS 
View calendar HERE 

Calendar Web Link:   
https://isicsb.iowa.gov/events/month/2021-08 

Iowa Statewide Interoperable Communications System Board (ISICSB) 
215 E. 7th St.  Des Moines, IA 50319 

https://isicsb.iowa.gov/ 
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IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 In-person ISICSB meetings are coming soon, 
so be on the lookout for an announcement in 
the coming weeks  

 ISICSBMC12-B is open for public comment 
until 8/09/2021 @ 11:59 pm MORE INFO  

 

 Region 2 ISICS Training (See p. 2 for more 
information) 

 

 Virtual ISICS Training (See p. 2 for more infor-
mation) 

 

 ISICS Standardized Interoperability Guide 
Card now available MORE INFO 

 

 If you would like to join one of the Regional 
Interoperability Committees, click HERE  

 

 Announcement for current and future First-
Net Users and those with questions regarding 
FirstNet   READ MORE 

JUNE 2021 ISICSB MEETING LINKS 
 

*** Click HERE to watch the June 10, 2021, ISICSB  
Board Meeting *** 

Web Link:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=7ePAQUsmQL8&t=2s 

 

*** Click HERE to read the June 10, 2021, ISICSB  
 Board Meeting Minutes*** 

Web Link: 

Note from the User Group Committee (UGC) Chair  
 

The ISICS User Group Committee continues to work to 
review and approve ISICS applications as fast as possi-
ble.  Over the last few years, we have approved nearly 
180 different application groups that often span multi-
ple agencies.  In many instances, the application groups 

have applied and been approved numerous times to update their access 
to ISICS for more radios or talkgroups.   

 

We work very closely with the system builder to ensure that any load-
ing concerns are addressed to avoid any issues.   There are currently 
22,400+ radios on ISICS spanning several hundred agencies.   

 

We are also working on ways to make the application process more 
comprehensive and streamlined.  We are always open to user feedback. 
 

Jason Schluttenhofer 
Wright County Sheriff 
jschlutt@co.wright.ia.us  
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Trivia Question  
What percent of corn planted in 
the United States is sweet corn? 

 

*** answer on p. 3 *** 

 

ISICSB Contacts 
 

David Ness 
ISICSB Chair 
Captain, Des Moines Police Dept. 
dmness@dmgov.org 
 

Peter Huffman 
ISICSB Vice-Chair 
Director—Information Technology 
Bureau 
Iowa DOT 
peter.huffman@iowadot.us  
 

Chris Maiers 
Statewide Interop Coordinator (SWIC)  
ISICSB/Iowa DPS 
maiers@dps.state.ia.us 
 

Hollie Davidson 
Administrative Assistant  
ISICSB/Iowa DPS 
hdavidso@dps.state.ia.us 
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Note from the SWIC 
 

Greetings!  I hope your summer that is likely full of events – hopefully 
recreational, but likely work-related – is going well.  While there is 
significant preparation and work that goes into many of these events, 
I am excited to see the summer staple events return this year.   
 

 

The ISICSB has also been busy and continued to maintain focus on improving 
interoperability.  This week we are hosting a virtual Communications Unit 
Leader course with the help of CISA and ICTAP.  This is our first virtual TA de-
livery. We are learning a lot about how these virtual offerings can be executed 
to train individuals who may not normally have the ability to travel.   

 
 

In addition, we are continuing to improve interoperability standards for 
ISICS.  The comment period just closed on the update to Standard 1.0.0 - 
Statewide Pursuit Communications, and we are currently adjudicating those com-
ments with stakeholders and committees.  We hope to have that work complet-
ed within the next couple of months.  As a reminder, please let us know if you 
have any feedback on any of our ISICS standards.  We are always looking for 
ways to improve them.   

 
 

I hope your summer is going well.  As always, if you have any questions, please 
let me know. 
 
~ Chris Maiers, SWIC 

Public Safety Spotlight 
Wendi Hess, Communications Center Manager—Woodbury County 

 

Wendi Hess has been the Communications Center Manager in Woodbury County for 22 years.  She grew up in Moville, 
Iowa, where her father was the volunteer Fire Chief for 25 years.  Wendi has always had a respect for public safety  
personnel, but working in Communications was never really on her radar after graduating from the University of  
Northern Iowa with a degree in Marketing.  A desire to move back to northwest Iowa was what brought her to the  
Communications Center. 
 

Wendi is also the Accreditation Manager for Woodbury County Communications and prides herself on being the only dispatch  
center in Iowa to achieve CALEA Accreditation.  The agency will receive its 3rd award later this year.  She will tell you that the staff 
in Woodbury County goes above and beyond daily, and she is honored to work with such highly skilled professionals.  The camara-
derie between dispatch, law enforcement, fire, and EMS in Woodbury County is like no other.   
 

Wendi is a member of both the Iowa Association of Public Safety Communications Officials (APCO) and the National Emergency 
Number Association (NENA) organizations for communications professionals.  She enjoys networking with others in the field.  She 
looks forward to when training and conferences return to in-person after being required to attend virtually for the past several 
months.  Wendi has also been a member of the Iowa Statewide Interoperable Communications Board since February of 2020.  
 

Outside of work, Wendi enjoys spending time with friends and family and enjoying the outdoors. 
 
 

*** If you would like to nominate someone to be featured in our Public Safety Spotlight, Please email Hollie Davidson @  
hdavidso@dps.state.ia.us 

 

 

Region 2 ISICS Training 
LOCATION:   Mason City Library 

225 2nd St. SE 

Mason City, IA 50401 

DATE:  July 29, 2021 

TIME:  0900-1500 

TOPICS:    

 RIC Updates     

 FirstNet Update 

 LMR Update 

 Interstate Interoperability 

 DPS/DOT/DNR/IDPH/DOC/HSEMD Updates 

 Updates to ISICS Standards  

 StatusBoard Overview 

 Training Exercise 

Registration Link:  https://

form.jotform.com/isicsb/region-2-isics-

training 
 

Virtual ISICS Training  

LOCATION:  Virtual 

DATE: July 20, 2021 

TIME:   1300-1400  

TOPICS: 

 LMR Updates 

 Updates to ISICS Standards 

 RAGBRAI Overview 

Registration Link:  https://
form.jotform.com/isicsb/virtual-isics-
training 
 

Training Announcements 

 
 
 

For more info about 
joining ISICS click 
HERE or go to the fol-
lowing: 
Web Link:  https://
isicsb.iowa.gov/iowa-
statewide-interoperable-
communications-system-isics 
 
 

 

 

To start the process to 
JOIN ISICS click HERE 
or go to the following:  
Web Link:  https:// 
www.jotform.com/isicsb/Join
-ISICS 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

If you need assistance 
or have questions re-
garding the ISICS join-
ing process, please con-
tact SWIC Maiers at 
maiers@dps.state.ia.
us 

To Join ISICS 

mailto:hdavidso@dps.state.ia.us
https://form.jotform.com/isicsb/region-2-isics-training
https://form.jotform.com/isicsb/region-2-isics-training
https://form.jotform.com/isicsb/region-2-isics-training
https://form.jotform.com/isicsb/virtual-isics-training
https://form.jotform.com/isicsb/virtual-isics-training
https://form.jotform.com/isicsb/virtual-isics-training
https://isicsb.iowa.gov/iowa-statewide-interoperable-communications-system-isics
https://www.jotform.com/isicsb/Join-ISICS
mailto:maiers@dps.state.ia.us
mailto:maiers@dps.state.ia.us
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Recent News 
ISICS System Administrator Report 

ISICS Assistant System Administrator Scott Richardson reports 
the following updated numbers for the ISICS Network for the 
month of June 2021:  
 Total Radios—24,415 (up 293 radios over May 2021) 
 Total Talkgroups—2,541 (up 30 talkgroups over May 

2021) 
 Total June Push-to-Talks—2,307,819 (up 140,416 over 

May 2021)     
 

New ISICS NOC Contact Information 

Phone:  515-278-5613 
EMAIL:  isicsnoc@dps.state.ia.us 
 

 HSEMD ISICS Projects 

 Pilot program with the National Weather 
Service (NWS) using ISICS as a supplement to 
the National Warning System (NAWAS) with 
EMAs and PSAPs.  NWS is using a dedicated 
talkgroup on ISICS to share weather warning 
information with answering points and EMs 
that are on the network. 

 Developed a new procedure in wake of the Derecho utilizing 
ISICS for EMs to get in touch with the HSEMD duty officer, via 
state radio, in case of a telephone outage. 

 PSAPs utilizing the State’s Shared Services (Zetron call han-
dling) program come standard with a second connection 
using FirstNet to the Comtech core.  This ensures redundan-
cy for incoming 911 calls in case of an ICN outage/
maintenance. 

 

IDPH ISICS Projects 
 

 IDPH has deployed ISICS connected radios 
to both hospitals and local public health 
agencies. 

 Project is approximately 98% complete 

 

“Many of the best parts of America’s 
history would have been impossible 

without police.  All the freedoms we en-
joy—freedom of speech, freedom of 
worship, freedom from fear—sit on a 

foundation of public safety.” 
 

~ William Bratton, former New York 
City Police Commissioner 

    
 

Only one percent of corn planted in the United States is sweet 
corn.  In Iowa, only approximately 3,400 acres of sweet corn is 
grown each year.  Most of the corn grown in Iowa is field corn, 
which is used to make fuel, feed, food and thousands of other 

everyday products.   
            

*** https://www.iowacorn.org/education/faqs *** 

Trivia Answer 

 

 

Documents 
 ISICS Standardized Interop-

erability Guide Card  
Web Link: https:// 
isicsb.iowa.gov/isics- 
standardized- 
interoperability-guide 
-card-now-available 

 ISICS Contact Information 
Form 
Web Link:  https:// 
www.isics.info/ 
updatecontactinfo/ 

 Radio Programming Certifi-

cation Form 
Web Link:  https:// 

isicsb.iowa.gov/ 

document/radio- 

programming- 

certification-form 

 2020 ISICSB Report to Leg-

islature 
 Web Link:  https://

isicsb.iowa.gov/document/2020-

isicsb-report-legis-draft 

 Approved ISICS Standards 
  Web Link:  https://

isicsb.iowa.gov/resources/policies/

isics-standards  

 2020—2023 Iowa 
Statewide Communications 
Plan (SCIP)   

 Web Link:  https://

isicsb.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/ 

 documents/2019/12/2019-

2020_iowa_scip_11.18.19_draft_13 

 15.pdf  

 

 

Training Videos 
 Consolette/Control  

Station Training  
Web Link:  https://

www.youtube.com/watch?

v=wsOiW0BCAQo&feature=youtu.b

e  

 ISICS Standard 1.5.0—
Regional & Statewide In-
teroperability Talkgroups  
Web Link:  https://youtu.be/

wpS3YSaIZMk 

 StatusBoard End User 
Training 
Web Link:  https://youtu.be/

Ar_JiLca3EI 
 

YouTube Videos 
 Iowa Total Interoperability 

Web Link:  https://

www.youtube.com/watch?

v=SoAe5bo94mE&feature=youtu.be  

 ISICS Technology 
Web Link:  https://

www.youtube.com/watch?

v=6Kr1CF7xYwo&feature=youtu.b

e 

 ISICS System Live Demo 
 Web Link:  https://

www.youtube.com/watch?

v=mMQfIwXfQF8&feature=youtu.be 

 

 

 

Resources 

 
 

 
 Blackhawk County Emergency Management—Level 1 

 Calhoun County (update) - Level 4 

 Story County Sheriff’s Office—Level 2 

 Pocahontas Police Department—Level 1 

New ISICS Users 

https://isicsb.iowa.gov/isics-standardized-interoperability-guide-card-now-available
https://isicsb.iowa.gov/isics-standardized-interoperability-guide-card-now-available
https://www.isics.info/updatecontactinfo/
https://www.isics.info/updatecontactinfo/
https://isicsb.iowa.gov/document/radio-programming-certification-form
https://isicsb.iowa.gov/document/radio-programming-certification-form
https://isicsb.iowa.gov/document/2020-isicsb-report-legis-draft
https://isicsb.iowa.gov/document/2020-isicsb-report-legis-draft
https://isicsb.iowa.gov/resources/policies/isics-standards
https://isicsb.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2019/12/2019-2020_iowa_scip_11.18.19_draft_1315.pdf
https://isicsb.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2019/12/2019-2020_iowa_scip_11.18.19_draft_1315.pdf
https://isicsb.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2019/12/2019-2020_iowa_scip_11.18.19_draft_1315.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wsOiW0BCAQo&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wsOiW0BCAQo&feature=youtu.be
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https://youtu.be/wpS3YSaIZMk
https://youtu.be/wpS3YSaIZMk
https://youtu.be/wpS3YSaIZMk
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https://youtu.be/Ar_JiLca3EI
https://youtu.be/Ar_JiLca3EI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SoAe5bo94mE&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Kr1CF7xYwo&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mMQfIwXfQF8&feature=youtu.be
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Regional Interoperability  
Committee Meetings 

 

RIC 1—2nd Tuesday of every month @ 3:00 PM 

RIC 2—4th Tuesday of every month @ 2:00 PM 

RIC 3—3rd Tuesday of every month @ 10:00 AM 

RIC 4—4th Thursday of every month @ 10:30 AM 

RIC 5—4th Tuesday of every month @ 1:00 PM 

RIC 6—1st Thursday of every month @ 10:30 AM 

*** DISCLAIMER *** 
The listing of the above estab-
lishments does not constitute 

an endorsement *** 

 
 

 

Sioux County Fair 
JULY 12-16, 2021  

Delaware County Fair 
JULY 12-18, 2021  

Floyd County Fair 
JULY 13-18, 2021  

Winneshiek Count Fair 
JULY 13-17, 2021  

Cedar County Fair 
JULY 14-18, 2021  

Iowa County Fair 
JULY 14-18, 2021  

Franklin County Fair 
JULY 14-18, 2021  

Boone County Fair 
JULY 15-18, 2021   

Union County Fair 
JULY 15-21, 2021   

Waukee Arts Festival 
JULY 16-17, 2021   

Jasper County Fair 
JULY 16-22, 2021 

Clive Festival 
JULY 16-17, 2021 

Cedar Rapids Summer  
Farmer’s Market 
JULY 17, 2021 

Des Moines Summer  
Vendor and Craft Fair  
JULY 17-18, 2021 

Muscatine County Fair 
JULY 21-25, 2021 

Cherokee County Fair 
JULY 21-25, 2021 

Allamakee County Fair 
JULY 21-25, 2021 

Clinton County Fair 
JULY 21-25, 2021 

Emmet County Fair 
JULY 21-25, 2021 

Great Jones County Fair 
JULY 21-25, 2021 

Decorah Nordic Fest 
JULY 22-24, 2021 

Lucas County Fair 
JULY 23-29 

Iowa Summer Reptile 
Show 
JULY 25, 2021 

Bremer County Fair 
JULY 25-31, 2021 

Johnson County 4-H & 
FFA Fair 
JULY 25-28  
Dubuque County Fair 

JULY 27-AUGUST 1, 2021  
Warren County Fair 
JULY 28-AUGUST 2, 2021 

Des Moines County Fair 
JULY 28-AUGUST 3, 2021 

Plymouth County Fair 
JULY 28-AUGUST 1, 2021 

Waverly Summer Gun 
Show 
JULY 30-AUGUST 1, 2021 

National Balloon Classic 
JULY 30-AUGUST 7, 2021 

New Hampton Vendor 
Show 
JULY 31, 2021 

Marshalltown Midsum-
mer Craft Fair 
JULY 31, 2021 

Iowa’s Championship 
Rodeo 
AUGUST 3-7, 2021 

Mississippi Valley Fair 
AUGUST 3-8, 2021 

Woodbury County Fair 
AUGUST 4-8, 2021 

Mitchell County Fair 
AUGUST 4-8, 2021 

Iowa Irish Fest 
August 6-8, 2021 

Hinterland Music Festival 
AUGUST 6-8, 2021 

Indianola Gun Show 
AUGUST 6-8, 2021 

What Cheer Summer Flea 
Market 
AUGUST 6-8, 2021 

Knoxville Summer Craft 
and Vendor Event 
AUGUST 6 2021 

Art in the Arnolds Park 
AUGUST 7, 2021 

Amana Festival of the 
Arts 
AUGUST 7, 2021 

Cedar Rapids Midsum-
mer Farmers Market 
AUGUST 7, 2021 

Des Moines Midsummer 
Craft & Vendor Show 
AUGUST 7, 2021 
Ottumwa Summer Craft-
ers Market 
AUGUST 7, 2021 

 
 

 
 

Marcus Community Fair 
AUGUST 11-15, 2021 

Iowa State Fair 
AUGUST 12-22, 2021 

Sioux City Gun Show 
AUGUST 13-15, 2021 
Knoxville Craft & Vendor 
Event 
AUGUST 13-14, 2021 

Fairfield Summer Craft & 
Vendor Event 
AUGUST 14, 2021 

Fort Dodge Flea Market 
AUSUST 14-15, 2021 

Marion Midsummer Mar-
ket 
AUGUST 14, 2021 

Adel Sweet Corn Festival 
AUGUST 14, 2021 

West Salem Gun Show 
AUGUST 20-22, 2021 

Sioux City Summer Craft 
& Vendor Expo 
AUGUST 21-22, 2021 

Mason City Summer Ex-
travaganza Craft & Gift 
Show 
AUGUST 21, 2021 

Cedar Rapids Farmers 
Market 
AUGUST 21, 2021 

Elkader Art in the Park 
AUGUST 21-22, 2021 

Council Bluffs Summer 
Gun Show 
AUGUST 27-29, 2021 

Boone Gun Show 
AUGUST 27-28, 2021 

Dallas Center Fall Festi-
val 
AUGUST 27-28, 2021 

Irish Hooley Musical Fes-
tival 
AUGUST 28, 2021 

Vinton Boom-Fest 
AUGUST 28, 2021 

Marshalltown Craft Fair 
AUGUST 28, 2021 

Mt. Pleasant Crafts in the 
Park 
SEPTEMBER 1-5, 2021 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming 2021 Iowa Fairs & Festivals Public Safety Project 25 Standards 
Project 25 (P25) refers to a suite of standards for digital 
radio communication produced through the joint efforts of 
the Association of Public Safety Communications Officials 
International (APCO), the National Association of State Tel-
ecommunications Directors (NASTD), selected federal agen-
cies and the National Communications System (NCS), and 
standardized under the Telecommunications Industry Asso-
ciation (TIA).  The P25 suite of standards involves digital 
Land Mobile Radio (LMR) services for local, state/
provincial and national (federal) public safety organizations 
and agencies.  
 

These standards are endorsed by public safety users, indus-
try associations and mission critical equipment manufactur-
ers to define the functionality and interfaces that are need-
ed to ensure interoperability between multiple Project 25 
equipment manufacturers.  
 

P25 is applicable to LMR equipment authorized or licensed, 
in the U.S., under the NTIA or FCC rules and regulations.  
 

Although developed primarily for North American public 
safety services, P25 technology and products are not lim-
ited to public safety alone and have also been selected and 
deployed in other private system applications, worldwide.   
LEARN MORE                            Source:  https://npstc.org/project25.jsp  
 
 

Is Project 25 “Public Safety Grade”? 
The Answer: Yes!!  In simple terms, Public Safety Grade 
(PSG) equipment, systems or networks are those that pro-
vide the communication capabilities required by the opera-
tors and users of the equipment with availability and relia-
bility exceeding that typically provided by commercial com-
munication equipment, systems and networks. Project 25 in 
many ways establishes the foundation for implementing 
Public Safety Grade systems and equipment, and therefore 
we can say YES to the question “Is Project 25 Public Safety 
Grade?” The full discussion in this document provides com-
prehensive support for that answer.  
 

Background:  In response to the release of the National 
Public Safety Telecommunications Council paper titled: 
“Defining Public Safety Grade Systems and Facilities”, the 
Project 25 Technology Interest Group (PTIG) was ap-
proached with questions such as: “Is Project 25 Public Safe-
ty Grade?” and “What does “Public Safety Grade” mean in 
100 words or less?”  
 

The resulting discussions among the manufacturers, tech-
nologists and Public Safety Communication Agency user 
representatives within the Project 25 Technology Interest 
Group revealed that coming up with a single and concise 
answer, that everyone will accept, is a difficult task. As an 
aid to these types of discussions, this whitepaper highlights 
aspects of the Project 25 suite of standards that contribute 
to creating Public Safety Grade communications equipment, 
systems and networks.  
 

By defining “Public Safety” as; the collection of Federal, 
State, Local and Tribal agencies tasked with keeping the 
public safe, it becomes apparent that the communication 
needs of these people are diverse and can be unique from 
the communication needs of the general public. In fact, de-
pending on the respective missions and operating environ-
ments, the communication needs of one Public Safety agen-
cy can be quite different than the needs of another Public 
Safety agency.   LEARN MORE                  Source:  https://npstc.org 

https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-sioux-county-fair
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-delaware-county-fair_1
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-floyd-county-fair
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-winneshiek-county-fair
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-cedar-county-fair
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-iowa-county-fair
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-franklin-county-fair
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-boone-county-fair_1
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-union-county-fair_1
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-waukee-arts-festival
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-jasper-county-fair
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-clive-festival
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-cedar-rapids-summer-farmers-market_1
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-cedar-rapids-summer-farmers-market_1
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-des-moines-summer-vendor-and-craft-fair
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-des-moines-summer-vendor-and-craft-fair
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-muscatine-county-fair
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-cherokee-county-fair
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-allamakee-county-fair
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-clinton-county-fair
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-emmet-county-fair
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-great-jones-county-fair
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-decorah-nordic-fest
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-lucas-county-fair
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-iowa-summer-reptile-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-iowa-summer-reptile-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-bremer-county-fair
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-johnson-county-4-h-and-ffa-fair
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-johnson-county-4-h-and-ffa-fair
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-dubuque-county-fair
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-warren-county-fair_2
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-des-moines-county-fair
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-plymouth-county-fair
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-waverly-summer-gun-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-waverly-summer-gun-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-national-balloon-classic-indianola
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-new-hampton-vendor-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-new-hampton-vendor-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-marshalltown-midsummer-craft-fair
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-marshalltown-midsummer-craft-fair
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-iowas-championship-rodeo
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-iowas-championship-rodeo
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-mississippi-valley-fair
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-woodbury-county-fair
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-mitchell-county-fair
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-iowa-irish-fest
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-hinterland-music-festival
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-indianola-gun-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-what-cheer-summer-flea-market
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-what-cheer-summer-flea-market
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-knoxville-summer-craft-and-vendor-event
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-knoxville-summer-craft-and-vendor-event
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-art-in-the-arnolds-park
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-amana-festival-of-the-arts
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-amana-festival-of-the-arts
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-cedar-rapids-midsummer-farmers-market
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-cedar-rapids-midsummer-farmers-market
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-des-moines-midsummer-craft-and-vendor-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-des-moines-midsummer-craft-and-vendor-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-ottumwa-summer-crafters-market
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-ottumwa-summer-crafters-market
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-marcus-community-fair
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-iowa-state-fair
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-sioux-city-gun-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-knoxville-craft-and-vendor-event
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-knoxville-craft-and-vendor-event
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-fairfield-summer-craft-and-vendor-event
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-fairfield-summer-craft-and-vendor-event
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-fort-dodge-midsummer-flea-market-and-hillbilly-sale
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-marion-midsummer-market
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-marion-midsummer-market
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-adel-sweet-corn-festival
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-west-salem-gun-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-sioux-city-summer-craft-and-vendor-expo
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-sioux-city-summer-craft-and-vendor-expo
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-mason-city-summer-extravaganza-craft-and-gift-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-mason-city-summer-extravaganza-craft-and-gift-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-mason-city-summer-extravaganza-craft-and-gift-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-cedar-rapids-farmers-market_1
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-cedar-rapids-farmers-market_1
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-elkader-art-in-the-park
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-council-bluffs-summer-gun-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-council-bluffs-summer-gun-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-boone-gun-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-dallas-center-fall-festival
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-dallas-center-fall-festival
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-irish-hooley-musical-festival
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-irish-hooley-musical-festival
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-vinton-boom-fest
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-marshalltown-craft-fair
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-mt-pleasant-crafts-in-the-park
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-mt-pleasant-crafts-in-the-park
https://npstc.org/project25.jsp
https://npstc.org/download.jsp?tableId=37&column=217&id=3608&file=PTIG_Whitepaper_Is_P25_Public_Safety_Grade%20_FINAL_160229.pdf
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New FirstNet Sites 
Four new 4G LTE & HD Voice sites have launched: 
 

 One in Southern Iowa near High Point & Garden Grove, IA 
 One in SW Iowa in Blockton, IA  
 Two in SW Iowa near Grant & Orient, IA 
 One N of Lake Rathbun near Melrose, IA 
 

Recent News 
*** Click HERE to view the July 2021 FirstNet Newsletter *** 

 

AT&T Invests Nearly $150 Million Over Three-
Year Period to Connect Local  

Customers in Iowa 
AT&T is proud to announce they have invested nearly $150 million in 
wireless and wireline coverage in communities across Iowa from 
2018-2020. As we’ve moved through the past year, we have seen now, 
more than ever, the importance of connection. From connecting fami-
ly and loved ones to help first responders during a crisis, AT&T is 
committed to investing in Iowa to build state-of-the-art infrastructure 
that will keep people in touch with one another.  By improving our 
network at the state and local levels, we are helping businesses grow 
in Iowa and helping to ensure that our customers and communities 
stay connected throughout the country. 
 

Read the full release HERE. 
 

~ Dustin Blythe, Director External Affairs (IA & NE) - AT&T/FirstNet 
 

AT&T and Connected Nation Award Wireless 
Hotspots to Three Iowa Organizations 

AT&T and Connected Nation are pleased to be delivering more than 
800 hotspots to Iowa students who need them the most.  Three 
great Iowa organizations will begin receiving the hotspots this sum-
mer; 1) the Multicultural Development Center, 2) Pi515, and 3) West 
Delaware Community Schools.  Click HERE for more information 
about these deserving organizations and a little bit more about the 
awards.  
 

Over the past year, we’ve seen more than ever that schools and organ-
izations across the state face significant needs to connect students 
with the resources required to continue learning in a remote environ-
ment. We are inspired by the hard work and dedication of these or-
ganizations working to provide high-quality learning experiences in 
an ever-evolving environment.  
 

I know I have been continually reminded of the importance of connec-
tion as we adjusted to the changes covid19 brought to our work, 
school, and social lives.  As we begin to move forward, I am happy we 
were able to support these organizations in providing the tools to 
foster connections for students. 
 

AT&T officials this week said that FirstNet is providing broadband 
service for more than 2.2 million connections across 16,500 subscrib-
ing agencies.  READ MORE   
 

Note from Iowa’s FirstNet Authority  
Representative—Kevin Nida 

Latest News 
FirstNet Provides a Lifeline for Utility Operators 
Atmos Energy, headquartered in Texas, provides natural gas 
services across eight states. FirstNet is supporting Atmos Energy 
during daily operations a... READ MORE   
 

FirstNet:  Providing Mobility and Flexibility for Michigan Law 
Enforcement  
Law enforcement agencies in Michigan are taking advantage of 
mission critical capabilities on FirstNet, such as priority and 
preemption. For the Grand... READ MORE  
 

FirstNet Expands Public Safety Access to more than 100 Porta-
ble Cell Sites (Homeland Preparedness News, June 28)  The 
FirstNet network expanded the number of unthrottled, deploya-
ble network assets for fire, EMS, law enforcement, and other 
public safety personnel to more than 100 land-based and air-
borne portable cell sites as of last week.   READ MORE 

Latest  Pod Cast Episode 
Episode 54:  Women in STEM:  Breaking Barriers and Innovat-
ing for Public Safety 
Females are statistically underrepresented in public safety and 
in science, technology, engineering, and math 
(STEM) career fields. At the intersection of STEM and public safe-
ty, there are women developing innovative solutions to make 
first responders’ jobs easier and more efficient. Working on this 
technology takes tenacity – but those who rise to the challenge 
are making an incredible difference.    
LISTEN HERE 

Future Webinars 
FirstNet During the Pandemic:  An Inside Look 
Date & Time:  August 5 | 2-3 p.m. ET 
Description:  This webinar focuses on how public safety has 
utilized the FirstNet Network to support COVID-19 pandemic 
response.  Topics include the following: 

 How FirstNet Supported agencies managing the combined 
impact of wildland fires and pandemic response 

 Leveraging FirstNet devices and deployables to overcome 
challenges at mass testing centers and mass vaccination 
sites 

 Utilizing LMR and Push-to-Talk  to integrate response talk 
groups 

Speakers include: 

 William Chapman, State of Oregon Statewide Interoperabil-
ity Coordinator 

 Michael Nix, George Emergency Communications Authority 
Executive Director 

Registration Link:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
EMCOVIDResponse 

Next Board Meeting 
Date:  August 1, 2021  
Time:  11 am to 1 pm ET 
Link to Join the Live Meeting:  https://firstnet.gov/
newsroom/events/firstnet-authority-combined-board-and-
board-committees-meeting-august-2021 

 

Kevin R. Nida, Fire Battalion Chief (Ret.) 
Senior Public Safety Advisor 
FirstNet Responder Network Authority 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
FirstNet.gov | @firstnetgov 
Kevin.Nida@FirstNet.gov 
Mobile: 202-868-7670 

FirstNet Mission Statement 
“The FirstNet mission is to deploy, operate, maintain, and improve the first high-speed, 

nationwide wireless broadband network dedicated to public safety. This reliable, highly 

secure, interoperable, and innovative public safety communications platform will bring 

21st century tools to public safety agencies and first responders, allowing them to get 

more information quickly and helping them to make faster and better decisions.” 

https://isicsb.iowa.gov/recent-news/2021-07-15/july-2021-firstnet-newsletter
https://about.att.com/ecms/dam/snrdocs/CAPEX2021/Iowa%20CapEx%20State%20Release%20FINAL%202.pdf
https://www.mdciowa.org/
https://www.pi515.org/
https://www.w-delaware.k12.ia.us/
https://www.w-delaware.k12.ia.us/
https://isicsb.iowa.gov/document/att-and-connected-nation-award-wireless-hotspots-three-iowa-organizations
https://urgentcomm.com/2021/06/04/firstnet-buildout-on-pace-for-march-2023-completion-att-official-says/
https://urgentcomm.com/2021/06/04/firstnet-buildout-on-pace-for-march-2023-completion-att-official-says/
https://firstnet.gov/newsroom/blog/firstnet-provides-lifeline-utility-operators
https://firstnet.gov/newsroom/blog/firstnet-providing-mobility-and-flexibility-michigan-law-enforcement
https://homelandprepnews.com/stories/70646-firstnet-expands-public-safety-access-to-more-than-100-portable-cell-sites/
https://firstnet.gov/newsroom/podcast/episode-54-women-stem-breaking-barriers-and-innovating-public-safety
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/EMCOVIDResponse
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/EMCOVIDResponse
https://firstnet.gov/newsroom/events/firstnet-authority-combined-board-and-board-committees-meeting-august-2021
https://firstnet.gov/newsroom/events/firstnet-authority-combined-board-and-board-committees-meeting-august-2021
https://firstnet.gov/newsroom/events/firstnet-authority-combined-board-and-board-committees-meeting-august-2021
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffirstnet.gov%2F&data=04%7C01%7Chdavidso%40dps.state.ia.us%7Cf7eee509736547aa8d1108d897b828d5%7C8e7368ae110346c7aec2d08e01c2d874%7C0%7C0%7C637426164525415991%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4w
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Ffirstnetgov&data=04%7C01%7Chdavidso%40dps.state.ia.us%7Cf7eee509736547aa8d1108d897b828d5%7C8e7368ae110346c7aec2d08e01c2d874%7C0%7C0%7C637426164525415991%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8ey
mailto:Kevin.Nida@FirstNet.gov
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June 28, 2021 
 FirstNet Fleet of Dedicated Deployable 

Network Assets Expands to Aid Public 
Safety’s Emergency Response  
06.27.2021 | (Fleet News Daily) Only FirstNet 
has dedicated assets to provide fire, EMS, 
law enforcement and more with unthrot-
tled access to connectivity when and 
where they need it, including in the im-
mediate aftermath of a storm or other 
disaster when commercial power and 
other infrastructure may be disrupted.  

June 29, 2021 
 Sonim Announces Two Awards from a 

Leading US Carrier for Next-
Generation Rugged Phones 06.29.2021 | 

(Tech Inside Out) Red (Emergency) Button 
– instantly alert dispatch and/or emer-
gency services which can be customized 
with the free Sonim SOS application and 
available through the FirstNet App Cata-
log  

 FirstNet expands public safety access 
to more than 100 portable cell 
sites 06.28.2021 | (Homeland Preparedness 

News) The FirstNet network expanded 
the number of unthrottled, deployable 
network assets for fire, EMS, law enforce-
ment, and other public safety personnel 
to more than 100 land-based and air-
borne portable cell sites as of last week.  

June 30, 2021 
 FirstNet expands its deployables, cell 

sites  06.29.2021 | (RCR Wireless News) 

FirstNet-AT&T has expanded its fleet of 
portable land- and air-based cell sites for 
temporary coverage, with more than 100 
deployables now available to FirstNet 
subscribers at no additional charge.   

 The best reasons to buy a rugged 
phone now  06.29.2021 | (CNET)  A couple 
of the phones on our list are available 
with LTE Band 14 support so they can 
use AT&T FirstNet, a special mobile net-
work that can prioritize you and preempt 
other network users at times of extreme 
network load, like during natural disas-
ters.  

July 1, 2021 
 FirstNet Provides a Lifeline for Utility 

Operators 06.29.2021 | (UTC Journal) First-
Net provides first responders and other 
mission critical sectors, such as utilities 
and public works, with the tools needed 
to communicate effectively during emer-
gencies.  

 FirstNet to Continue Expanding, Up-
grading, CEO Says 07.1.2021 | (Inside Tow-

ers)  FirstNet is 94 percent built out, has 
2.2 million connections, and 16,000 agen-
cies have signed on, only three years after 
the system was turned on; but don’t ex-
pect the network to stop evolving any 

time soon, Ed Parkinson, FirstNet CEO 
told an audience at the South Wireless 
Summit over a Zoom hookup yesterday in 
Nashville.  

 FirstNet Expands Fleet of Deployable 
Emergency Network Assets  06.30.2021 | 

(Police Magazine) FirstNet is expanding its 
dedicated fleet of deployable network 
assets to provide connectivity when and 
where it is needed, including in the im-
mediate aftermath of a storm or other 
disaster when commercial power and 
other infrastructure may be disrupted.  

 Untethered LTE drones demonstrate 
extended flight times in PSCR chal-
lenge  06.30.2021 | (Urgent Communications) 

In contrast, an untethered drone that can 
be deployed quickly and largely can be 
controlled autonomously could be used 
to act as an LTE tower in the sky as initial 
responders work in a scene, particularly 
in a search-and-rescue scenario, accord-
ing to Chris Baker, senior public-safety 
advisor for the FirstNet Authority and a 
volunteer firefighter.  

July 2, 2021 
 Is Your Fire and EMS Department 

Ready for Climate Change?  07.1.2021 | 
(Homeland Security Today) Evaluate 
new or different technologies to meet the 
challenges of incident response in severe 
weather, such as high-water apparatus, 
battery-operated tools, photovoltaic 
power systems, FirstNet, hand-held GPS 
devices and unmanned aircraft systems.  

 AT&T clarifies that Microsoft 5G cloud 
deal does not impact FirstNet service, 
security  07.2.2021 | (Urgent Communica-

tions) AT&T created a stir in the telecom 
community by announcing plans to mi-
grate its 5G mobile network to the Mi-
crosoft Azure cloud, but the carrier giant 
clarified that the move will not change 
the way in which operates and manages 
the FirstNet nationwide public-safety 
broadband network.  

July 6, 2021 
 District Tracks School Bus Passing 

Violators with IoT  07.2.2021 | (Campus 

Safety Magazine) It then uploads a package 
of data to a cloud-based platform known 
as AlertBus, and the data is sent via a 
FirstNet telecommunications private cel-
lular network.  

 Tropical Storm Elsa 07.3.2021 | (Telecom 

Ramblings) Staging dedicated FirstNet 
deployable network assets for use by 
public safety agencies on FirstNet to re-
quest as needed.  

 Wireless Broadband in Public Safety 
Market projected to reach $69.6 bil-
lion by 2026, with a remarkable CAGR 
of 27.6%  

07.6.2021 | (WRDE.com - PR Newswire)  Gov-
ernments in this region have formulated 
various authorities to set up critical com-
munication networks and network proto-
cols, such as FirstNet and Next Genera-
tion 911 (NG911), respectively.  

July 12, 2021 
 Penn State Police Adopt FirstNet  

07.8.2021 | (MeriTalk) Penn State Universi-
ty Police and Public Safety (UPPS) an-
nounced that it has adopted the First Re-
sponder Network Authority (FirstNet), a 
dedicated nationwide broadband net-
work for public safety organizations.  

 Peplink SpeedFusion with FirstNet(R) 
MegaRange(TM) Keeps Public Safety 
Well-Connected and Enables Un-
matched ...  
07.9.2021 | (GlobeNewswire - Powered by 

Dow Jones) Peplink SpeedFusion with 
FirstNet(R) MegaRange(TM) Keeps Pub-
lic Safety Well-Connected and Enables 
Unmatched Situational Awareness  

 A Beep Llc; A Beep, LLC Celebrates 
25th Anniversary 07.9.2021 | (Investment 

Weekly News - Powered by Dow Jones) Earli-
er this year DTP launched its' inaugural 
FirstNet certified device for Extended 
Primary Users with the introduction of 
the DTP-9751.  

July 14, 2021 
 Consumer Cellular Offers Cheap, No-

Nonsense Access to AT&T’s Cellular 
Network  07.12.2021 | (TidBITS) As part 

of its FirstNet initiative, AT&T has been 
dramatically expanding its coverage, 
building at least three towers in my coun-
ty.   

 The Sunday Brief: Mid-year report—
AT&T, Verizon earnings pre-
view  07.12.2021 | (RCR Wireless News) 

AT&T’s 2019 and 2020 FirstNet-driven 
wireless network investments are show-
ing up in third-party performance results, 
namely RootMetrics RootScore Reports.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FirstNet Iowa Contacts 
Kevin Nida  

Senior Public Safety Advisor 
FirstNet Responder Network Authority 

U.S. Department of Commerce 
m:  202.868.7670  

Kevin.nida@firstnet.gov 
 

Tyler Richard 
AT&T/FirstNet Iowa Consultant  

O:  641.275.7301  
tr2800@att.com 

 

Danny Noble 
FirstNet Territory  

Manager 
Northern Plains Public Safety Solutions  

AT&T Mobility Services LLC 
m:  260.242.3429  

dn512r@att.com 

https://fleetnewsdaily.com/firstnet-fleet-of-dedicated-deployable-network-assets-expands-to-aid-public-safetys-emergency-response/
https://fleetnewsdaily.com/firstnet-fleet-of-dedicated-deployable-network-assets-expands-to-aid-public-safetys-emergency-response/
https://fleetnewsdaily.com/firstnet-fleet-of-dedicated-deployable-network-assets-expands-to-aid-public-safetys-emergency-response/
https://www.techinsideout.co/tech-releases/?rkey=20210629SF26560&filter=21681
https://www.techinsideout.co/tech-releases/?rkey=20210629SF26560&filter=21681
https://www.techinsideout.co/tech-releases/?rkey=20210629SF26560&filter=21681
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flink.newsletter.meltwater.com%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Ds-2FeSHtMfwDH8OBqHIg7cVn3aKYqRDeId3KtfzvVMfMstXhvk58EhU-2BdJh92fCqNKJ7EYy5pdJ7594Wzw52QOtRoM3NrjxenJK0LV3MOvG3PDEWYDRlZkPHe6vemwTINgLKOTRUb5ZQ-
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flink.newsletter.meltwater.com%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Ds-2FeSHtMfwDH8OBqHIg7cVn3aKYqRDeId3KtfzvVMfMstXhvk58EhU-2BdJh92fCqNKJ7EYy5pdJ7594Wzw52QOtRoM3NrjxenJK0LV3MOvG3PDEWYDRlZkPHe6vemwTINgLKOTRUb5ZQ-
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flink.newsletter.meltwater.com%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Ds-2FeSHtMfwDH8OBqHIg7cVn3aKYqRDeId3KtfzvVMfMstXhvk58EhU-2BdJh92fCqNKJ7EYy5pdJ7594Wzw52QOtRoM3NrjxenJK0LV3MOvG3PDEWYDRlZkPHe6vemwTINgLKOTRUb5ZQ-
https://www.rcrwireless.com/20210629/public-safety/firstnet-expands-its-deployables-cell-sites
https://www.rcrwireless.com/20210629/public-safety/firstnet-expands-its-deployables-cell-sites
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flink.newsletter.meltwater.com%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Ds-2FeSHtMfwDH8OBqHIg7cVn3aKYqRDeId3KtfzvVMfMstXhvk58EhU-2BdJh92fCqNKJ7EYy5pdJ7594Wzw52QOtVO8vS6ojZh8MgxtKuYSlyv6R0nEAK5RwBdBkJNOvte3f0pyMc8a-2F
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flink.newsletter.meltwater.com%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Ds-2FeSHtMfwDH8OBqHIg7cVn3aKYqRDeId3KtfzvVMfMstXhvk58EhU-2BdJh92fCqNKJ7EYy5pdJ7594Wzw52QOtVO8vS6ojZh8MgxtKuYSlyv6R0nEAK5RwBdBkJNOvte3f0pyMc8a-2F
https://www.bluetoad.com/publication/frame.php?i=712395&p=27&pn=&ver=html5
https://www.bluetoad.com/publication/frame.php?i=712395&p=27&pn=&ver=html5
https://insidetowers.com/cell-tower-news-firstnet-to-continue-expanding-upgrading-ceo-says/
https://insidetowers.com/cell-tower-news-firstnet-to-continue-expanding-upgrading-ceo-says/
https://www.policemag.com/612246/firstnet-expands-fleet-of-deployable-emergency-network-assets
https://www.policemag.com/612246/firstnet-expands-fleet-of-deployable-emergency-network-assets
https://urgentcomm.com/2021/06/30/untethered-lte-drones-demonstrate-extended-flight-times-in-pscr-challenge/
https://urgentcomm.com/2021/06/30/untethered-lte-drones-demonstrate-extended-flight-times-in-pscr-challenge/
https://urgentcomm.com/2021/06/30/untethered-lte-drones-demonstrate-extended-flight-times-in-pscr-challenge/
https://www.hstoday.us/subject-matter-areas/emergency-preparedness/is-your-fire-and-ems-department-ready-for-climate-change/
https://www.hstoday.us/subject-matter-areas/emergency-preparedness/is-your-fire-and-ems-department-ready-for-climate-change/
https://urgentcomm.com/2021/07/02/att-clarifies-that-microsoft-5g-cloud-deal-does-not-impact-firstnet-service-security/
https://urgentcomm.com/2021/07/02/att-clarifies-that-microsoft-5g-cloud-deal-does-not-impact-firstnet-service-security/
https://urgentcomm.com/2021/07/02/att-clarifies-that-microsoft-5g-cloud-deal-does-not-impact-firstnet-service-security/
https://www.campussafetymagazine.com/
https://www.campussafetymagazine.com/
https://newswire.telecomramblings.com/2021/07/tropical-storm-elsa/
https://www.wrde.com/story/44243657/wireless-broadband-in-public-safety-market-projected-to-reach-696-billion-by-2026-with-a-remarkable-cagr-of-276
https://www.wrde.com/story/44243657/wireless-broadband-in-public-safety-market-projected-to-reach-696-billion-by-2026-with-a-remarkable-cagr-of-276
https://www.wrde.com/story/44243657/wireless-broadband-in-public-safety-market-projected-to-reach-696-billion-by-2026-with-a-remarkable-cagr-of-276
https://www.wrde.com/story/44243657/wireless-broadband-in-public-safety-market-projected-to-reach-696-billion-by-2026-with-a-remarkable-cagr-of-276
https://www.meritalkslg.com/articles/penn-state-police-adopt-firstnet/
https://apnews.com/press-release/globe-newswire/business-technology-3038849b7693f3efade957451e32cc07
https://apnews.com/press-release/globe-newswire/business-technology-3038849b7693f3efade957451e32cc07
https://apnews.com/press-release/globe-newswire/business-technology-3038849b7693f3efade957451e32cc07
https://apnews.com/press-release/globe-newswire/business-technology-3038849b7693f3efade957451e32cc07
https://dweb.news/2021/06/25/a-beep-llc-celebrates-25th-anniversary/
https://dweb.news/2021/06/25/a-beep-llc-celebrates-25th-anniversary/
https://tidbits.com/2021/07/12/consumer-cellular-offers-cheap-no-nonsense-access-to-atts-cellular-network/
https://tidbits.com/2021/07/12/consumer-cellular-offers-cheap-no-nonsense-access-to-atts-cellular-network/
https://tidbits.com/2021/07/12/consumer-cellular-offers-cheap-no-nonsense-access-to-atts-cellular-network/
https://www.rcrwireless.com/20210712/analyst-angle/the-sunday-brief-mid-year-report-att-verizon-earnings-preview
https://www.rcrwireless.com/20210712/analyst-angle/the-sunday-brief-mid-year-report-att-verizon-earnings-preview
https://www.rcrwireless.com/20210712/analyst-angle/the-sunday-brief-mid-year-report-att-verizon-earnings-preview
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FirstNet Resources 
 Iowa Carrier Evaluation Checklist 

Web Link:  https://isicsb.iowa.gov/sites/ 
default/files/documents/2021/04/ 
iowa_carrier_evaluation_checklist_accessible.pdf 

 FirstNet Video—Connecting and Navigating EMS 
Through Traffic 

 Web Link:  https://firstnet.gov/newsroom/videos/
connecting-and-navigating-ems-through-traffic 

 FirstNet Current & Future User Form 
READ MORE 

 Web Link:  https://isicsb.iowa.gov/current-future-firstnet-
users 

 FirstNet Nationwide Coverage 
 Web Link:  https://www.firstnet.com/coverage.html  

 FirstNet & Your Local Radio 
 Web Link:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=J2i3_HsVce4&feature=youtu.be  
 FirstNet App Catalog 
 Web Link:  https://www.firstnet.com/content/dam/

firstnet/white-
papers/2019_11_26_v1_FN_App_Catalog_Booklet_Full.pdf 

 FirstNet Checklist 
 Web Link:  https://www.firstnet.com/content-dam/firstnet/

marketing/pdf/ 
 Public-Safety-Communications-Checklist.pdf?LinkID=checklist  

 FirstNet Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)  
 Web Link:  https://isicsb.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/

documents/2019/06/firstnet_faqs.pdf  

 FirstNet in Iowa 
Web Link:  https://firstnet.gov/public-safety/firstnet-for/
iowa 

FirstNet Uplift Request Tool Provides Support During 
Extreme Network Congestion 

By Randy Kerr, Situational Awareness Roadmap Domain Lead, First Re-
sponder Network Authority 
 
As the only nationwide broadband network dedicated to public safety, First-
Net gives first responders access to unique features such as priority, preemp-
tion, and quality of service. Primary users on FirstNet – including those work-
ing in law enforcement, the fire service, emergency medical services, emer-
gency communications, and emergency management – have priority and 
preemption access to the network, even in times of extreme congestion. 
These features are always on and do not require any action from public safe-
ty, which allows them to stay focused on the mission at hand.  
 
During major incidents, events, or disasters that can cause networks to be-
come overloaded, public safety agencies rely on an extended community of 
support entities. This group often includes utilities, transportation, govern-
ment agencies, and schools. Entities that support public safety are eligible to 
join FirstNet as Extended Primary users. During an emergency when commu-
nication between first responders and these Extended Primary partners is 
critical, the FirstNet Uplift Request Tool can be used to provide temporary 
elevation to the same priority level as Primary users.  
 
Click HERE for more information. 

The ultimate stress-test for FirstNet 
 

Public safety authorities embrace cellular 
Public safety authorities worldwide have expressed a need for improving the network services used to link first responders in the 
field. To meet this need, they are increasingly turning to 3GPP-based solutions due to the capabilities provided by 4G and 5G, such as 
the secure and timely sharing of data, images and video. 
 

A broader opportunity for public safety authorities is to improve and harmonize communication capabilities across different first 
responder types. With a 3GPP-based interoperable communication system like the nationwide public safety broadband network, 
cross-functional communications can effectively be established between first responders, different agencies and agencies closely 
affiliated to first responders, allowing for more agile responses in emergencies. 
 

Service providers can add mission-critical capabilities to their networks to support consumers, businesses and first responders, all 
from one network. Networks for public safety applications can have very different requirements over time. The dimensioning must 
be sufficient to handle worst-case scenarios and provide high availability and reliability as events unfold. Emergencies are growing 
in complexity, and a shared connectivity network makes it possible for all first responders to effectively coordinate in the field.  
Between emergencies, the idle capacity can be utilized to enhance mobile broadband services for consumers and businesses on the 
same network.    LEARN MORE 

*** Source:  https://www.ericsson.com/en/mobility-report/ 
***articles/stress-test-for-firstnet *** 

https://isicsb.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2021/04/iowa_carrier_evaluation_checklist_accessible.pdf
https://firstnet.gov/newsroom/videos/connecting-and-navigating-ems-through-traffic
https://firstnet.gov/newsroom/videos/connecting-and-navigating-ems-through-traffic
https://isicsb.iowa.gov/current-future-firstnet-users
https://isicsb.iowa.gov/current-future-firstnet-users
https://www.firstnet.com/coverage.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J2i3_HsVce4&feature=youtu.be
https://www.firstnet.com/content/dam/firstnet/white-papers/2019_11_26_v1_FN_App_Catalog_Booklet_Full.pdf
https://www.firstnet.com/content/dam/firstnet/marketing/pdf/Public-Safety-Communications-Checklist.pdf?LinkID=checklist
https://isicsb.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2019/06/firstnet_faqs.pdf
https://firstnet.gov/public-safety/firstnet-for/iowa
https://firstnet.gov/public-safety/firstnet-for/law-enforcement
https://firstnet.gov/public-safety/firstnet-for/law-enforcement
https://firstnet.gov/public-safety/firstnet-for/fire-service
https://firstnet.gov/public-safety/firstnet-for/ems
https://firstnet.gov/public-safety/firstnet-for/9-1-1-emergency-communications
https://firstnet.gov/public-safety/firstnet-for/9-1-1-emergency-communications
https://firstnet.gov/public-safety/firstnet-for/emergency-management
https://firstnet.gov/public-safety/firstnet-for/other-users
https://firstnet.gov/newsroom/blog/firstnet-uplift-request-tool-provides-support-during-extreme-network-congestion
https://www.ericsson.com/en/mobility-report/articles/stress-test-for-firstnet

