
         

  

 

ISICSB MISSION  

“The board shall develop,  
implement, and oversee policy,  

operations, and fiscal components of communi-
cations interoperability efforts at the state and 
local level and coordinate with similar efforts 
at the federal level, with the ultimate objective 
of developing and overseeing the operation of a 

statewide integrated public safety  
communications interoperability system.”  

 

ISICSB VISION  

“All emergency response entities in and around 
Iowa can access interoperable communications  

systems.” 

 OCTOBER HAPPENINGS 
View calendar HERE 

Calendar Web Link:   
https://isicsb.iowa.gov/events/month/2021-10 

 

NOVEMBER HAPPENINGS 
View calendar HERE 

Calendar Web Link:  
 https://isicsb.iowa.gov/events/month/2021-11 

Iowa Statewide Interoperable Communications System Board (ISICSB) 
215 E. 7th St.  Des Moines, IA 50319 

https://isicsb.iowa.gov/ 
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IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 New ISICSB Slack System Channels available 
(see page 4 for more information) 

 

 In-person ISICSB meetings have returned!  
(see ISICSB website calendar for location) 

 

 In-person FirstNet Broadband Committee 
meetings have returned!  (see ISICSB web-
site calendar for location) 

 

 ISICS NOC Contact Information:   
 Phone:  515-278-5613 
 Email:   isicsnoc@dps.state.ia.us 

 

 ISICS Standardized Interoperability Guide 
Card now available MORE INFO 

 

 If you would like to join one of the Regional 
Interoperability Committees, click HERE  

 

 Announcement for current and future First-
Net Users and those with questions regard-
ing FirstNet   READ MORE 

SEPTEMBER 2021 ISICSB  
MEETING LINKS 

 

*** Click HERE to watch the September 9, 
2021, ISICSB Board Meeting *** 

Web Link:  https://youtu.be/lPDXmMKxjsg 

 
*** Click HERE to read the September 9, 

2021, ISICSB  
 Board Meeting Minutes*** 

Web Link:  https://isicsb.iowa.gov/document/
september-2021-isicsb-meeting-minutes-board 

Note from the Standards Working Group (SWG) -  

SWIC Chris Maiers 

The Standards Working Group (SWG) is an essential part of the governance 
structure for the Iowa Statewide Interoperable Communications System 
(ISICS).  Since 2017 the SWG has created, drafted, and updated over 55 unique 
standards for the ISICS Platform.  These standards are essential as they convey 
to agencies how things work on the ISICS Platform and are viewed as living 

documents that will evolve over time and as technology changes.  These standards are 
created with input from the various committees within the Iowa Statewide Interopera-
ble Communications System Board (ISICSB). 
 

The standards may start as a pre-existing standard that needs to be updated or as a new 
idea.  The SWG will work to assemble a framework of the draft standard with the various 
ISICSB committees.  Once that work is completed, the draft standards are reviewed by 
the Governance Committee then passed on to the ISICSB for adoption.  

 

Given that these standards are directed at and focused on ISICS users, feedback is an 
essential component of the work done by the SWG.  If you have any feedback you would 
like to offer regarding any of the ISICS Standards; please let me know at 
maiers@dps.state.ia.us.   
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Trivia Question  

When was the Iowa Halloween Safety 

Week proclamation signed? 
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Note from the SWIC 

Another summer has come and gone.  In 
many ways, it seemed like a return to normal 
with events stuffed into every week.  During 
all of this, the ISICS Platform supported 
events across the state from the Iowa State 
Fair, RAGBRAI, Major League Baseball at the 
Field of Dreams, and many more occasions to 

 

 enhance interoperability among agencies at all levels of 
government.  In addition to these special events, the ISICS 
Platform also enhanced interoperability among agencies 
with situations that occur routinely across Iowa. 

 

I want to take a chance to thank the members of the ISICSB, 
Committee members, and stakeholders who participated in 
making the ISICS Platform great.  The success of the ISICS 
Platform is directly traceable to the hard work put in by 
these people and the feedback given by stakeholders.   
 

I also want to thank our Committee members for their con-
tinued involvement in ensuring our policies and standards 
continue to evolve with ISICS user needs.  A recent example 
of this is the adoption of the newly updated ISICS Standard 
1.4.0 – Statewide Pursuit Communications.  This standard 
was updated following user feedback from the field.  
Through a lot of hard work, this standard was brought up to 
date to reflect the technological capabilities of agencies 
across the state.  Something like this is no small feat, and it 
demonstrates the ISICSB’s and the Committees’ commit-
ment to continually improving interoperability in Iowa.    
 

~ Chris Maiers, SWIC 

Public Safety Spotlight 
 

Blake DeRouchey, 911 Program Manager—Iowa Homeland Security and 
Emergency Management (HSEMD) 

 

My name is Blake DeRouchey, and I am the 911 Program Manager and Legislative Liaison for the 
Iowa Department of Homeland Security and Emergency Management.  I've been with HSEMD since 
2008 and in my current role as 911 Program Manager since 2015. I've represented HSEMD on 
ISICSB since January 2020.  
 

After graduating from the University of Northern Iowa in 2004, I started my emergency manage-
ment career in the National Guard as an operations officer and Battle Captain in the Joint Operations 
Center from 2005-2007.  I helped coordinate the National Guard response to tornadoes in Iowa City 

and a week-long double whammy blizzard and ice storm.  After a year-long stint in Iraq via Kuwait and Ft. Dix, NJ, I was 
happy to accept a position with HSEMD. 
 

My position as 911 Manager presents new opportunities on a daily basis.  It is an amazing combination of technical, fi-
nancial, political, and program/project management all rolled into one.  There are many days that as I am closing up 
shop, I think to myself, "well, I didn't expect that to happen today,” but that is often what I enjoy about the position -- the 
strategic problem-solving. 
 

I enjoy spending time with Katie, my wife of 14 years, and our 10-year-old son Tate and 7-year-old daughter Quinn in 
my free time.  As if coaching and attending endless amounts of youth activities didn't keep us busy enough, we also fell 
victim to the puppy pandemic and brought home a Mini-Sheepadoodle named Nash. 

 

ISICSB Committee Meetings 
 

Finance Committee—1st Tuesday of 
every month @ 2:00 PM 
FirstNet Committee—2nd Tuesday 
of every month @ 9:00 AM 
Governance Committee—1st Mon-
day of every month @ 11:30 AM 
Operations Committee—1st & 3rd 
Wednesday of every month @ 1:30 
PM  
Outreach Committee—4th Monday 
of every month @ 1:30 PM 
Technology Committee—1st Tues-
day of every month @ 10:00 AM & 
4th Thursday of every month @ 1:30 
PM 
Training & Exercise Committee—
4th Wednesday of every month @ 
11:00 AM 
User Group Committee—3rd Thurs-
day of every month @ 10:00 AM 

RIC Meetings 
 

RIC 1—2nd Tuesday of every 
month @ 3:00 PM 
RIC 2—4th Tuesday of every 
month @ 2:00 PM 
RIC 3—3rd Tuesday of every 
month @ 10:00 AM 
RIC 4—4th Thursday of every 
month @ 10:30 AM 

 RIC 5—4th Tuesday of every 
month @ 1:00 PM 
RIC 6—1st Thursday of every 
month @ 10:30 AM 
 
 
*** If you would like to join one of 
the ISICSB committees, please com-
plete the Committee Membership 
Application Form HERE *** 

“The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in 
moments of comfort and convenience but where he 

stands in times of challenge and controversy.” 
 

~ Martin Luther King Jr. 

 
 

 

For more info about joining ISICS click HERE or go to the following: 
Web Link:  https://isicsb.iowa.gov/iowa-statewide-interoperable-
communications-system-isics 

 

To start the process to JOIN ISICS click HERE or go to the following:  
Web Link:  https://www.jotform.com/isicsb/Join-ISICS 
 

If you need assistance or have questions regarding the ISICS join-
ing process, please contact SWIC Maiers at 
maiers@dps.state.ia.us 

To Join ISICS 

https://isicsb.iowa.gov/resources/forms/committee-membership-application
https://isicsb.iowa.gov/iowa-statewide-interoperable-communications-system-isics
https://www.jotform.com/isicsb/Join-ISICS
mailto:maiers@dps.state.ia.us
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Recent News 
 

ISICS System Administrator Report 
 

ISICS Assistant System Administrator Connie Stufflebeem reports 
the following updated numbers for the ISICS Network for the 
month of September 2021 as of October 6th: 
 

 Total Radios—25,854 
 Total Talkgroups—2,582 
 Total September Push-to-Talks—2,285,077 

 
 

Certificate of Appreciation 
 

During the September 2021 ISICSB meeting, ISICSB 
Chair David Ness, DPS Communications Bureau Chief 
Captain Rick Pierce, and SWIC Maiers presented Dep-
uty SWIC Curtis “Wally” Walser with a Letter of Ap-
preciation.  Deputy SWIC Walser’s significant contri-

butions have been vital to the growth, development, and spread of the 
ISICS system.  The Letter of Appreciation states the following:  

 

“Since 2018, Curtis Walser has served as the 
Deputy Statewide Interoperability Coordina-
tor for the Interoperability Statewide In-
teroperable Communications System (ISICS). 
His significant contributions have been vital 
to the growth, development and spread of 
the system and has personally served as a 
trainer for the Communications Unit Leader, 
Communications Technician & Audio Gate-

way courses.  He is an active member of various ISICS committees and 
Operations, Technology, FirstNet Broadband, LEA, & Standards work-
ing groups.  He aided in the development of the Public Safety Answer-
ing Point Grant Program that allows all 
PSAPs to have basic connection to the ISICS 
platform.  Deputy SWIC Walser selflessly 
dedicated his time to the deployment of the 
Strategic Tactical Reserve Trailers to At-
kins and Clinton, Iowa, to enable the conti-
nuity of emergency communications when 
the infrastructure in these areas collapsed 
during the 2020 Derecho.   
 

Deputy SWIC Walser’s tireless contributions also extend to aiding the 
Department of Public Safety Communication Interoperability Bureau 
by serving as a trusted technical expert for questions related to pro-
gramming of DPS radio equipment.  He has been a tremendous asset 
to the DPS Communication Interoperability Bureau mission, which is 
to “Preserve lives, rights and property through courtesy, service and 
protection.”  We are deeply appreciative of Deputy SWIC Walser’s 
dedication to public service and his willingness to go above and be-
yond for the citizens of Iowa.  

 

Thank you, Deputy SWIC Walser, for your hard work, dedication, and 
commitment throughout Iowa’s interoperable system development 
and expansion. 
 

 

New Applicant Participation Form  
 

During the October 2021 ISICSB Meeting, the Board approved an 
updated Applicant Participation Form developed by the User 
Group Committee (UGC).  The updated form now includes a section 
for paging talkgroups.  These talkgroups require special loading 
procedures and will now be listed separately on the form.  View 
the new form HERE. 
 

 Standard 1.4.0—Statewide Pursuit Communications 

New Approved ISICS Standards 

Trivia Answers  

On October 25, 2019, Governor Reynolds was joined by 
the Iowa Department of Public Safety Commissioner Steve 
Bayens and other law enforcement officials to sign a proc-

lamation for Halloween Safety Week to promote a safe 
and enjoyable Halloween celebration for Iowans. 

 
 
 

 Des Moines Autumn Gun 
Show (Oct 22-24) 

 Iowa City Metaphysical 
Expo (Oct 23) 

 Waterloo Autumn Hand-
crafted Market (Oct 23-24) 

 Atlantic Fall Craft Show 
(Oct 23) 

 Midwest Antique Show (Oct 
24) 

 Dubuque Fall Arts and 
Crafts Show (Oct 30) 

 Sioux City Makers Market 
(Oct 30-31) 

 Des Moines Holiday Bou-
tique (Nov 5-7) 

 Amana Fall Fibre Show 
(Nov 6) 

 Orange City Craft and Ven-
dor Show (Nov 6) 

 Sioux City Holiday Craft 
and Vendor Expo (Nov 6-7) 

 Des Moines Holiday Craft 
and Vendor Show (Nov 6) 

 Qcarea Fall Craft and Ven-
dor Show (Nov 6) 

 Coralville Fall Arts and 
Crafts Show (Nov 6-7) 

 Des Moines Holiday Flea 
Market (November 6-7, 
2021) 

 Santa’s North Pole Village 
Craft Sale (Nov 6) 

 Ankeny Craft Sale (Nov 6) 

 Prairie Ridge Middle 
School Craft Sale (Nov 6) 

 Hawkeye Downs Holiday 
Gun Show (Nov 12-14) 

 Cedar Rapids Gun Show 
(Nov 12-14) 

 Coralville Corridor Market 
(Nov 10-11) 

 Beaverdale Holiday Bou-
tique (Nov 12-13) 

 
 

 
 

 Waterloo Christmas Hand-
crafted Market (Nov 57-14) 

 Knoxville Fall Extravagan-
ze Craft and Vendor  (Nov 
13) 

 Des Moines Fall Vintage 
and Made Fair (Nov 13) 

 Fort Dodge Holiday Flea 
Market (Nov 13-14) 

 Fairfield Holiday Craft and 
Tractor Show (Nov 13) 

 Saylorville Holiday Vendor 
Market (Nov 57) 

 Art on the Prairie (Nov 13-
14) 

 Larchwood Fall Craft Show 
(Nov 13)  

 Ft. Dodge Holiday Gun 
Show (Nov 19-21) 

 Des Moines Holiday Arts 
and Crafts Show (Nov 19-
21) 

 Hiawatha Holiday Craft 
and Vendor Market (Nov 
20) 

 Davenport Holiday Craft 
Show (Nov 64)   

 Marshalltown Holiday 
Stroll (Nov 20) 

 Waterloo Fall Home-Based 
Business Extravaganza 
(Nov 20-21) 

 Amana Thanksgiving Ho-
listic Fair (Nov 64) 

 Davenport Psychic and 
Paranormal Expo (Nov 20-
21) 

 Des Moines Holiday Gun 
Show (Nov 26-28) 

 Lake City Shop Small Event 
(Nov 27) 

 Waterloo Holiday Home-
Based Business Extrava-
ganza (Nov 27-28) 

 

 

2021 Iowa Fall Fairs  & Festivals 

 *** Source:  https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/states/IA/ ***  

https://isicsb.iowa.gov/document/applicant-participation-plan-0
https://isicsb.iowa.gov/document/isics-standard-140-statewide-pursuit-communications
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-des-moines-autumn-gun-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-des-moines-autumn-gun-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-iowa-city-metaphysical-expo
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-iowa-city-metaphysical-expo
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-waterloo-autumn-handcrafted-market
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-waterloo-autumn-handcrafted-market
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-atlantic-fall-craft-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-midwest-antique-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-dubuque-fall-arts-and-crafts-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-dubuque-fall-arts-and-crafts-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-sioux-city-makers-market
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-des-moines-holiday-boutique
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-des-moines-holiday-boutique
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-amana-fall-fibre-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-orange-city-craft-and-vendor-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-orange-city-craft-and-vendor-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-sioux-city-holiday-craft-and-vendor-expo
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-sioux-city-holiday-craft-and-vendor-expo
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-des-moines-holiday-craft-and-vendor-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-des-moines-holiday-craft-and-vendor-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-qcarea-fall-craft-and-vendor-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-qcarea-fall-craft-and-vendor-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-coralville-fall-arts-and-crafts-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-coralville-fall-arts-and-crafts-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-des-moines-holiday-flea-market
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-des-moines-holiday-flea-market
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-santas-north-pole-village-craft-sale
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-santas-north-pole-village-craft-sale
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-ankeny-craft-sale
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-prairie-ridge-middle-school-craft-sale
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-prairie-ridge-middle-school-craft-sale
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-hawkeye-downs-holiday-gun-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-hawkeye-downs-holiday-gun-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-cedar-rapids-gun-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-coralville-corridor-market
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-beaverdale-holiday-boutique
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-beaverdale-holiday-boutique
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-waterloo-holiday-handcrafted-market
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-waterloo-holiday-handcrafted-market
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-knoxville-fall-extravaganza-craft-and-vendor-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-knoxville-fall-extravaganza-craft-and-vendor-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-des-moines-fall-vintage-and-made-fair
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-des-moines-fall-vintage-and-made-fair
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-fort-dodge-holiday-flea-market
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-fort-dodge-holiday-flea-market
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-fairfield-holiday-craft-and-tractor-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-fairfield-holiday-craft-and-tractor-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-saylorville-holiday-vendor-market
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-saylorville-holiday-vendor-market
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-art-on-the-prairie
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-larchwood-fall-craft-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-ft-dodge-holiday-gun-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-ft-dodge-holiday-gun-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-des-moines-holiday-arts-and-crafts-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-des-moines-holiday-arts-and-crafts-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-hiawatha-holiday-craft-and-vendor-market
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-hiawatha-holiday-craft-and-vendor-market
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-davenport-holiday-craft-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-davenport-holiday-craft-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-marshalltown-holiday-stroll
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-marshalltown-holiday-stroll
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-waterloo-fall-home-based-business-extravaganza
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-waterloo-fall-home-based-business-extravaganza
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-amana-thanksgiving-holistic-fair
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-amana-thanksgiving-holistic-fair
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-davenport-psychic-and-paranormal-expo
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-davenport-psychic-and-paranormal-expo
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-des-moines-holiday-gun-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-des-moines-holiday-gun-show
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-lake-city-shop-small-event
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-waterloo-holiday-home-based-business-extravaganza
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-waterloo-holiday-home-based-business-extravaganza
https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/events/details/2021-waterloo-holiday-home-based-business-extravaganza
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How to ensure interoperability in  

public safety 
Written by Todd Piett / American City & County—

September 1, 2021 

Interoperability—the capacity of distinct and unique 
systems to communicate with one another effective-
ly—has always been a challenge in public safety.  Fire, 
police, 911, EMS, schools and private organizations 
often face challenges to share data and communicate 
effectively across organizational boundaries.  In many 
cases, important information fails to reach all stake-
holders involved in emergency response, increasing 
the risk of serious consequences. 
 

The problem of disjointed responses and missing infor-
mation is nothing new in the public safety realm.  The 
September 11 attacks in 2001 exposed weaknesses 
regarding radio interoperability in public safety.  While 
over the past two decades significant progress has 
been made, challenges still exist in radio interoperabil-
ity, and new interoperability challenges have now be-
come more apparent in sharing data and multi-media 
content as those elements have become more critical in 
the response process. 
 

When systems aren’t interoperable, disjointed re-
sponse efforts and information gaps persist, both of 
which can cost time and, in dire circumstances, lives.  
Without interoperability, key information remains 
siloed, leaving decision-makers in the dark.  Response 
teams have limited visibility into the status of victims 
or how others are reacting to emergency events as they 

unfold. 
 

Where there is no interoperability, there is little opera-
tional collaboration.  When those entrusted with the 
safety of others aren’t able to effectively coordinate 
and communicate, the results are inadvertently dupli-
cated efforts, neglected critical activities and unneces-
sarily delays in the heat of an emergency.  None of 
these are acceptable in crisis situations.   
 

Industry standards need to be updated 
 

Innovation and the tedious process of creating industry 
standards are often at odds with each other; however, 
in public safety, standards are critical.  Standards ena-
ble interoperability but also ensure compliance with 
security best practices, privacy laws, and can reduce 
integration costs and risk.  If done correctly, well-
written standards actually foster public-safety grade 
technology advancements.  
 

Unfortunately, making changes to outdated standards 
and getting multiple parties—state and local officials, 
federal regulators, service providers, etc.—to agree on 
how to move forward is difficult.  Equipment and tech-
nology vendors also sometimes have a vested interest 
in maintaining the status quo.  Interoperability can 
pose a risk to any competitive advantages gained 
through selling proprietary solutions or products.  By 
mandating interoperability, legislators give public safe-
ty entities more choices around what systems they 
implement in their cities.   
 

*** Click HERE to read the complete article *** 

  
APCO Association of Public Safety Communica-

tions Officials 
CIO State of Iowa Chief Information Officer 
CISA Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security 
 Agency 
COML  Communications Leader 
COMT Communications Technician 
COMU  Communications Unit Leader 
DHS  Department of Homeland Security 
DPS  Department of Public Safety 
DNR  Department of Natural Resources 
DOC  Department of Corrections 
DOT  Department of Transportation 
DSWIC  Deputy Statewide Interoperability  
 Coordinator 
ECD  Emergency Communications Division 
FCC  Federal Communications  
 Commission 
FFY  Federal Fiscal Year 
FPIC  Federal Partnership for  
 Interoperable Communications 
HSEMD  Homeland Security and Emergency  
 Management Department 
ICN  Iowa Communications Network 
ICTAP  Interoperable Communications  
 Technical Assistance Program 
INTD  Incident Tactical Dispatcher 
ISICS  Iowa Statewide Interoperable  
 Communications System 
ISICSB  Iowa Statewide Interoperable  
 Communications System Board 
ISP  Iowa State Patrol 
ISSI  Inter-RF Sub-System Interface 

 
LMR  Land Mobile Radio 
LTE  Long Term Evolution 
NCSWIC  National Council of Statewide Interoper- 
 ability Coordinators 
NECP  National Emergency Communications 
 Plan 
NENA  National Emergency Number Association 
NG9-1-1  Next Generation 9-1-1 
NPSBN  National Public Safety Broadband  
 Network 
P25  Project 25 
PSAP  Public Safety Answering Point 
RFP  Request for Proposal 
RIC  Regional Interoperability Committee 
SCIP  Statewide Communication  
 Interoperability Plan 
SFY  State Fiscal Year 
SLIGP  State and Local Implementation Grant 
 Program 
SME  Subject Matter Expert 
SPOC  State Point of Contact 
SSSG  Shared Systems Study Group 
SWG  Standards Working Group 
SWIC  Statewide Interoperability Coordinator 
TA  Technical Assistance 
TIA  Telecommunications Industry  
 Association 
TIA-102 Committee that develops standards for 
 P25  
UGC  User Group Committee 
VHF  Very High Frequency 
WISE  Wi-Fi Internet for School Emergencies 

Key Acronyms 

Documents 
 ISICS Standardized Interopera-

bility Guide Card   
 Web Link: https:// 
 isicsb.iowa.gov/isics- 

standardized-interoperability-
guide-card-now-available 

 ISICS Contact Information 
Form  

 Web Link:  https://
 www.isics.info/ updatecon
 tactinfo/ 

 Radio Programming Certifica-
tion Form  

 Web Link:  https://
isicsb.iowa.gov/document/
radio-programming-
certification-form                  

 2020 ISICSB Report to Legisla-
ture   

 Web Link:  https://
 isicsb.iowa.gov/ 
 document/2020-isicsb-report-
 legis-draft 

 Approved ISICS Standards  
Web Link:  https://
isicsb.iowa.gov/resources/
policies/isics-standards  

 2020—2023 Iowa Statewide 
Communications Plan (SCIP)   

  Web Link:  https:// 
 isicsb.iowa.gov/sites/default/
files/ docu-
ments/2019/12/2019-
2020_iowa_scip_11.18.19_draft
_1315.pdf  

Training Videos 
 Consolette/Control Station 

Training   
 Web Link:  https:// 

www.youtube.com/watch? 
v=wsOiW0BCAQo&feature=you
tu.be  

 ISICS Standard 1.5.0—
Regional & Statewide Interop-
erability Talkgroups   

 Web Link:  https://youtu.be/
 wpS3YSaIZMk 

 StatusBoard End User Training 
Web Link:  https://youtu.be/
Ar_JiLca3EI 

YouTube Videos 
 Iowa Total Interoperability 

Web Link:  https://
www.youtube.com/watch? 
v=SoAe5bo94mE&feature=yout
u.be  

 ISICS Technology  
Web Link:  https://
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=6Kr1CF7xYwo&feature=you
tu.be 

 ISICS System Live Demo  
 Web Link:  https://
 www.youtube.com/watch?
 v=mMQfIwXfQF8&feature=yout
 u.be 

https://www.americancityandcounty.com/2021/08/31/how-to-ensure-interoperability-in-public-safety/
https://isicsb.iowa.gov/isics-standardized-interoperability-guide-card-now-available
https://isicsb.iowa.gov/isics-standardized-interoperability-guide-card-now-available
https://www.isics.info/updatecontactinfo/
https://www.isics.info/updatecontactinfo/
https://isicsb.iowa.gov/document/radio-programming-certification-form
https://isicsb.iowa.gov/document/radio-programming-certification-form
https://isicsb.iowa.gov/document/2020-isicsb-report-legis-draft
https://isicsb.iowa.gov/document/2020-isicsb-report-legis-draft
https://isicsb.iowa.gov/resources/policies/isics-standards
https://isicsb.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2019/12/2019-2020_iowa_scip_11.18.19_draft_1315.pdf
https://isicsb.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2019/12/2019-2020_iowa_scip_11.18.19_draft_1315.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wsOiW0BCAQo&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wsOiW0BCAQo&feature=youtu.be
https://youtu.be/wpS3YSaIZMk
https://youtu.be/wpS3YSaIZMk
https://youtu.be/wpS3YSaIZMk
https://youtu.be/wpS3YSaIZMk
https://youtu.be/wpS3YSaIZMk
https://youtu.be/Ar_JiLca3EI
https://youtu.be/Ar_JiLca3EI
https://youtu.be/Ar_JiLca3EI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SoAe5bo94mE&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Kr1CF7xYwo&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mMQfIwXfQF8&feature=youtu.be
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FirstNet Authority Update—Kevin Nida 
 

FEATURED PUBLIC SAFETY ENGAGEMENT 
 

Nebraska summit highlights FirstNet buildout 
across the state:  The First Responder Network Authority 
(FirstNet Authority) participated in the Nebraska FirstNet Pre-
paredness, Partnership, and Progress Summit hosted by AT&T 
and the State of Nebraska.  The one-day event focused on how 
the FirstNet buildout in Nebraska has transformed the public 
safety communications landscape for the state.  Discussion and 
presenters highlighted how the improved coverage and capaci-
ty provided first responders with the most advanced technolo-
gies and services during emergencies, daily operations, and 
training exercises. 
  

Sue Krogman, Nebraska’s Statewide Interoperability Coordina-
tor (SWIC), opened the meeting by welcoming over 65 public 
safety professionals representing emergency management, fire 
services, law enforcement, government, and the private sector.  
Krogman noted that Nebraska’s first responders are experienc-
ing enhanced wireless communication services thanks to First-
Net’s network expansion. 
  

FirstNet Authority’s Lesia Dickson provided a presentation on 
FirstNet portable coverage devices and High-Power User 
Equipment.  The AT&T team also delivered an update on the 
evolution of FirstNet throughout Nebraska, the network’s archi-
tecture, and a state-specific update about new site builds and 
Band-14 deployment updates. 
  

The audience heard from two FirstNet users who shared recent 
experiences on the network.  During a presentation by Sheriff 
Neil Miller and Lieutenant Robert Tubbs from the Buffalo Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department, the audience heard how FirstNet’s 
seamless connection helps to maintain readiness and situation-
al awareness for deputies throughout the county.  As a network 
subscriber, Buffalo County’s patrol cars connect to FirstNet’s 
Band 14 statewide coverage.  This enables officers to work 
more efficiently by running inquires remotely and sending vital 
information to dispatch—saving valuable time in the field. 
  

Police departments and sheriff’s offices nationwide are taking 
advantage of FirstNet offering hands-on demonstrations of net-
work assets, equipment, and devices.  Four special units in the 
Douglas County Sheriff’s office tested FirstNet SIM Cards in 
laptops to experience the dedicated connection FirstNet offers 
in the field. 
  

The FirstNet Authority thanks AT&T and the State of Nebraska 
for the opportunity to connect with Nebraska’s public safety 
community and looks forward to continuing to give Nebraska’s 
public safety stakeholders a voice in FirstNet’s future.   
 

Next Board Meeting: 
Date:  November 17, 2021 
Time:  11 am to 1 pm EST 
Link to Join the Live Meeting:  https://firstnet.gov/
newsroom/events/firstnet-authority-combined-board-and-

Recent News 
*** Click HERE to view the October 2021 FirstNet Newsletter *** 

 

FIRSTNET IN THE NEWS 
National Coverage: 
Washington Military Department Selects FirstNet Service 
(MissionCritical, September 24) 

Regional: 
Standing in Support of New Mexico’s Hometown Heroes  (Catron 
Courier, September 1) 

Mike Salaz:  Let’s encourage buildout of cellular networks in ru-
ral Colorado  (Loveland Reporter-Herald, September 22) 
Glenwood Canyon now has emergency cellphone service  (Denver 
Gazette, September 28) 
 

Latest Podcast Episodes: 
Episode 59:  FirstNet Provides Greater Mobility, Cost Savings for 
Michigan Police:  The Grand Rapids Police Department in Michigan is 
a full-service law enforcement agency serving a largely urban commu-
nity.  Officers with the department began experiencing in-car comput-
ers slowing down and losing the ability to access systems and data-
bases due to reduced bandwidth.  Since switching to FirstNet, officers 
can access the software they need throughout the city, giving them 
greater mobility while providing cost savings to the department. 
Episode 58:  FirstNet is ‘Force Multiplier’ for Nebraska Sheriff’s 
Office:  Sheriff Neil Miller of the Buffalo County Sheriff’s Office in Ne-
braska began implementing mobile data more than 20 years ago, and 
he continues to bring advanced technologies to increase the efficiency 
of operations for deputies.  With FirstNet being built out throughout 
the state of Nebraska, deputies and other first responders are able to 
spend more time in the communities they serve. 
 

FirstNet Buildout more than 95% complete, AT&T exec says 
Written by Donny Jackson 5th October 2021 

AT&T has completed more than 95% of its contracted buildout of the 
FirstNet nationwide public-safety broadband network (NPSBN) sys-
tem on 700 MHz Band 14 spectrum, according to an AT&T executive.   
 

Scott Agnew, AT&T’s assistant vice president for FirstNet products, 
provided the update during his keynote address last Thursday during 
the IWCE 2021 event in Las Vegas.  Named by the FirstNet Authority 
in March 2017 as the contract partner to build the NPSBN, AT&T was 
required to build the LTE network on the Band 14 airwaves licensed 
to the FirstNet Authority, but the carrier giant opted to expand its of-
fering.   
 

With the FirstNet Authority issuing the initial network-buildout task 
order to AT&T in March 2018, the carrier has until March 2023 to 
complete the Band 14 deployment, as well as develop other service 
capabilities within the system.  AT&T officials have expressed confi-
dence that the company will meet the March 2023 deadline, but they 
have acknowledged that the remaining buildout includes some of the 
most challenging locations for deploying cell sites and the requisite 
backhaul. 
READ MORE 

Kevin R. Nida, Fire Battalion Chief (Ret.) 
Senior Public Safety Advisor 
FirstNet Responder Network Authority 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
FirstNet.gov | @firstnetgov 
Kevin.Nida@FirstNet.gov 
Mobile: 202-868-7670 

New FirstNet Sites 

Six new 4G LTE sites have launched in Iowa.  All include Band 14 for first 
responders:  

 Two SE of Des Moines near Lacona and Columbia, IA 

 One in Coralville, near the University of Iowa at 1st Avenue & 2nd 
Street 

 One in Claremont, IA 

 One in Frankville, IA  

 One in Monona, IA  

https://www.firstnet.gov/network?utm_source=First+Responder+Network+Authority&utm_campaign=7ca0e18ecc-FirstNet+Update_10_04_2021&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bdc751fef5-7ca0e18ecc-91257911
https://www.firstnet.com/devices.html?utm_source=First+Responder+Network+Authority&utm_campaign=7ca0e18ecc-FirstNet+Update_10_04_2021&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bdc751fef5-7ca0e18ecc-91257911
https://about.att.com/newsroom/2021/fn_megarange.html?utm_source=First+Responder+Network+Authority&utm_campaign=7ca0e18ecc-FirstNet+Update_10_04_2021&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bdc751fef5-7ca0e18ecc-91257911
https://about.att.com/newsroom/2021/fn_megarange.html?utm_source=First+Responder+Network+Authority&utm_campaign=7ca0e18ecc-FirstNet+Update_10_04_2021&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bdc751fef5-7ca0e18ecc-91257911
https://www.firstnet.gov/newsroom/podcast/episode-58-firstnet-force-multiplier-nebraska-sheriffs-office?utm_source=First+Responder+Network+Authority&utm_campaign=7ca0e18ecc-FirstNet+Update_10_04_2021&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bdc751fef5-7ca0e18ecc-912579
https://www.firstnet.gov/newsroom/podcast/episode-58-firstnet-force-multiplier-nebraska-sheriffs-office?utm_source=First+Responder+Network+Authority&utm_campaign=7ca0e18ecc-FirstNet+Update_10_04_2021&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bdc751fef5-7ca0e18ecc-912579
https://firstnet.gov/newsroom/events/firstnet-authority-combined-board-and-board-committees-meeting-november-2021
https://firstnet.gov/newsroom/events/firstnet-authority-combined-board-and-board-committees-meeting-november-2021
https://isicsb.iowa.gov/recent-news/2021-10-22/october-2021-firstnet-newsletter
https://www.rrmediagroup.com/News/NewsDetails/NewsID/21010?utm_source=First+Responder+Network+Authority&utm_campaign=7ca0e18ecc-FirstNet+Update_10_04_2021&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bdc751fef5-7ca0e18ecc-91257911
https://www.pressreader.com/usa/catron-courier/20210901/281530819135420?utm_source=First+Responder+Network+Authority&utm_campaign=7ca0e18ecc-FirstNet+Update_10_04_2021&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bdc751fef5-7ca0e18ecc-91257911
https://www.reporterherald.com/2021/09/22/mike-salaz-on-the-importance-of-cellular-networks-in-rural-colorado/?utm_source=First+Responder+Network+Authority&utm_campaign=7ca0e18ecc-FirstNet+Update_10_04_2021&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bdc751fef5-7ca0e18ecc
https://www.reporterherald.com/2021/09/22/mike-salaz-on-the-importance-of-cellular-networks-in-rural-colorado/?utm_source=First+Responder+Network+Authority&utm_campaign=7ca0e18ecc-FirstNet+Update_10_04_2021&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bdc751fef5-7ca0e18ecc
https://denvergazette.com/news/glenwood-canyon-now-has-emergency-cellphone-service/article_225790bc-207b-11ec-8c4e-cb7ccefde530.html?utm_source=First+Responder+Network+Authority&utm_campaign=7ca0e18ecc-FirstNet+Update_10_04_2021&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0
https://www.firstnet.gov/newsroom/podcast/episode-59-firstnet-provides-greater-mobility-cost-savings-michigan-police
https://www.firstnet.gov/newsroom/podcast/episode-59-firstnet-provides-greater-mobility-cost-savings-michigan-police
https://www.firstnet.gov/newsroom/podcast/episode-58-firstnet-force-multiplier-nebraska-sheriffs-office
https://www.firstnet.gov/newsroom/podcast/episode-58-firstnet-force-multiplier-nebraska-sheriffs-office
https://urgentcomm.com/2021/10/05/firstnet-buildout-more-than-95-complete-att-exec-says/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffirstnet.gov%2F&data=04%7C01%7Chdavidso%40dps.state.ia.us%7Cf7eee509736547aa8d1108d897b828d5%7C8e7368ae110346c7aec2d08e01c2d874%7C0%7C0%7C637426164525415991%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4w
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Ffirstnetgov&data=04%7C01%7Chdavidso%40dps.state.ia.us%7Cf7eee509736547aa8d1108d897b828d5%7C8e7368ae110346c7aec2d08e01c2d874%7C0%7C0%7C637426164525415991%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8ey
mailto:Kevin.Nida@FirstNet.gov
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September 15, 2021 
 FirstNet Authority Approves New Budg-

et of $253 Million  09.15.2021 | (Inside 

Towers) Last year, the FirstNet Authority 
focused on upgrading to 5G delivery in 
numerous markets.  It also expanded its 
deployable fleet, enabling both temporary 
and emergency connectivity in compro-
mised areas. 

 AT&T:  FirstNet Cell Sites Launching 
Nationwide to Support Public Safety  
09.14.2021 |  (Market Screener) The FirstNet 
network offers first responders and those 
critical to their response a purpose-built 
experience they can’t get anywhere else. 

 The new technology helping first re-
sponders search and rescue  09.14.2021 |  

(Digital Transformation) AT&T’s FirstNet, a 
nationwide wireless system built for first 
responders, features portable local cell 
stations either on land or in the air. 

September 16, 2021 
 Firefighters Found Public Safety Net-

work FirstNet 09.15.2021 | (New Jersey 

Patch.com) To truly design the FirstNet 
network for public safety by public safe-
ty—a distinction that makes it unique in 
American telecommunications history—
FirstNet continuously consults with local, 
state/territory, tribal and federal public 
safety agencies across the country. 

September 17, 2021 
 AT&T and Naval Postgraduate School to 

Jointly Research 5G and Edge Compu-
ting Solutions  09.16.2021 |  (The Ritz Her-

ald) “This is an important program to the 
future of our national security and defense.  
We’re honored to explore and innovate 
new AT&T  5G and multi-access edge com-
puting-based maritime applications with 
the Naval Postgraduate School.”—Lance 
Spencer, Client Executive Vice President—
Defense, AT&T Public Sector and FirstNet. 

 The Outlook For AT&T Amid The 
Rollout Of 5G Technology  09.16.2021 |  

(Seeking Alpha) Security and public safe-
ty—First responders are already experi-
encing the early benefits of 5G+ on First-
Net and AT&T will continue to upgrade 
this infrastructure towards a reliable and 
secure network. 

September 21, 2021 
 Midband spectrum strategies:  AT&T  

09.17.2021 |  (RCR Wireless News) In the big 
picture of deployment, though, AT&T has 
been adding a substantial amount of LTE 
capacity in the last few years as it has tak-
en a one-touch, deploy-and-upgrade ap-
proach as part of the FirstNet build-out—
and still has room to grow in its existing 
holdings. 

September 22, 2021 
 AT&T:  The Washington Military De-

partment is Connecting to Firstnet | 
MarketScreener  09.21.2021 | (Market 

Screener) The Washington Military Depart-
ment is connecting its disaster response 

and emergency management teams to 
FirstNet—the only nationwide, high-speed 
broadband communications platform ded-
icated to and purpose-built for America’s 
first responders and the extended public 
safety community. 

September 23, 2021 
 AT&T:  6G Will Bring Reality of “a Semi 

or Fully Autonomous Factory”  
09.23.2021 | (Inside Towers) According to 
Feutsch, 6G will offer the reality of “a semi 
or fully autonomous factory.”  Speaking of 
FirstNet, he said next-generation first re-
sponder networks will need to incorporate 
“situational awareness data,” including 
meaningful analysis of situations and 
threat assessment—all possible with 6G. 

September 24-28, 2021 
 Responding with Resilience:  Mental 

Wellness in EMS  09.23.2021 | (Telecom 

Ramblings) The National Association of 
EMTs (NAEMT), with support from First-
Net, has convened a group of excellent 
mental health professionals in emergency 
services to develop a curriculum to help 
EMS professionals cope with the stressors 
of the job.   

 How many cell towers are too many?  
09.24.2021 | (StMaryNow.com) The current 
tower serves AT&T and Verizon customers 
and the FirstNet communications for first 
responders.  The providers use the tower 
under lease with SBA. 

 Police-community unite for “Faith & 
Blue’ outreach project  09.24.2021 |  

(Valdosta Today.com) The effort is spon-
sored by FirstNet, Built with AT&T and the 
Motorola Solutions Foundation.  The mis-
sion is to facilitate safer, stronger, and 
more unified communities by connecting 
law enforcement officers and residents 
through local faith-based and community 
organizations. 

September 30, 2021 
 Announcing Innovation HQ—A Free 

Tool to Help Public Safety Agencies Find 
New Technology  09.29.2021 |  (PR News-
wire—Society of Communications Technolo-

gy Consultants) “New Hampshire’s adop-
tion of the FirstNet Network has opened 
up new avenues of technology adoption 
like our partnership with Mutualink” John 
Stevens, Statewide Interoperability Coor-
dinator, New Hampshire Department of 
Safety. 

 Despite Hurricane Ida outages, Louisi-
ana governor supports government 
partnership with AT&T  09.30.2021 | 

(Louisiana Illuminator) “There are certainly 
lessons to be learned from what happened 
in the aftermath of Hurricane Ida...and the 
governor anticipates improvements will 
be made going forward,” Sanford said. 

October 4, 2021 
 FCC considers public safety, IoT spec-

trum needs  10.01.2021 | (RCR Wireless 

News) Some public safety advocates have 

called for the 4.9 GHz spectrum to be as-
signed to the First Responders Network 
Authority and used to bolster FirstNet 
access and services for public safety users, 
on the network built by AT&T. 

 Competition in rural America is getting 
better—and worse:  Moore  10.1.2021 | 

(FierceWireless) AT&T is also making a 
major network push in rural areas, which 
centers around its FirstNet effort.  FirstNet 
uses low 700 MHz spectrum, so its signal 
travels far. 

October 6, 2021 
 FirstNet, the Dedicated Communica-

tions System for First Responders, is 
Coming to Air Force Bases  10.5.2021 | 

(Air Force Magazine) AT&T will install the 
FirstNet network on 15 bases while the Air 
Force weighs a broader rollout, the compa-
ny announced. 

October 7, 2021 
 Mitigating ESS Cybersecurity Challenges  

10.6.2021 | (Mission Critical Magazine) Pub-
lic safety networks, such as Verizon Front-
line and AT&T’s FirstNet, are also options 
that provide priority access for emergency 
communications systems. 

October 8, 2021 
 Securing Cyberspace with Nikesh Arora 

& Suzanne Spaulding  10.7.2021 | (The 

Washington Post) As a member of the 
board of directors for the First Responder 
Network Authority, Ms. Spaulding helped 
oversee the complex and unprecedented 
effort to deploy the first nation-wide 
broadband network for public safety. 

October 12, 2021 
 Challenge seeks mobile fingerprint cap-

ture tech for responders  10.8.2021 | 

(GCN) The goal of the challenge is to in-
spire the development of commercial and 
open source products that could be added 
to the FirstNet App Ecosystem for first 
responders to use. 

October 13, 2021 
 9/11 anniversary prompts emergency 

communications examination  
10.12.2021| (EMS1.com) FirstNet connectivi-
ty can be a valuable asset when consumer 
networks are brought down by natural 
disaster or capacity, such as localized spe-
cial events. 

October 14, 2021 
 Dell’s new Latitude rugged laptops can 

withstand almost anything  10.13.2021 | 

(XDA-Developers) The laptop also supports 
the FirstNet network through Band 14 in 
the United States, giving you more reliable 
access to emergency services if needed. 

 AT&T donates ‘cell tower on wheels’ to 
St. John Sheriff’s Office  10.14.2021 | 

(L’Observateur) Captain Conrad Baker gave 
a favorable report of storm response relat-
ing to communication in St. John Parish by 
AT&T and FirstNet, stating that personnel 
quickly addressed issues and concerns of 
first responders. 

https://insidetowers.com/cell-tower-news-firstnet-authority-approves-new-budget-of-253-million/
https://insidetowers.com/cell-tower-news-firstnet-authority-approves-new-budget-of-253-million/
https://www.marketscreener.com/quote/stock/AT-T-INC-14324/news/AT-T-FirstNet-Cell-Sites-Launching-Nationwide-to-Support-Public-Safety-36425342/
https://www.marketscreener.com/quote/stock/AT-T-INC-14324/news/AT-T-FirstNet-Cell-Sites-Launching-Nationwide-to-Support-Public-Safety-36425342/
https://www.delltechnologies.com/en-us/perspectives/technology-first-responders-search-rescue-disasters/
https://www.delltechnologies.com/en-us/perspectives/technology-first-responders-search-rescue-disasters/
https://patch.com/new-jersey/hoboken/firefighters-found-public-safety-network-firstnet
https://patch.com/new-jersey/hoboken/firefighters-found-public-safety-network-firstnet
https://ritzherald.com/att-and-naval-postgraduate-school-to-jointly-research-5g-and-edge-computing-solutions/
https://ritzherald.com/att-and-naval-postgraduate-school-to-jointly-research-5g-and-edge-computing-solutions/
https://ritzherald.com/att-and-naval-postgraduate-school-to-jointly-research-5g-and-edge-computing-solutions/
https://seekingalpha.com/article/4455526-att-outlook-amid-5g-rollout-buy-stock
https://seekingalpha.com/article/4455526-att-outlook-amid-5g-rollout-buy-stock
https://www.rcrwireless.com/20210917/wireless/midband-spectrum-strategies-att
https://www.marketscreener.com/quote/stock/AT-T-INC-14324/news/AT-T-The-Washington-Military-Department-is-Connecting-to-FirstNet-36478360/
https://www.marketscreener.com/quote/stock/AT-T-INC-14324/news/AT-T-The-Washington-Military-Department-is-Connecting-to-FirstNet-36478360/
https://insidetowers.com/cell-tower-news-att-6g-will-bring-reality-of-a-semi-or-fully-autonomous-factory/
https://insidetowers.com/cell-tower-news-att-6g-will-bring-reality-of-a-semi-or-fully-autonomous-factory/
https://newswire.telecomramblings.com/2021/09/responding-with-resilience-mental-wellness-in-ems/
https://newswire.telecomramblings.com/2021/09/responding-with-resilience-mental-wellness-in-ems/
https://www.daily-review.com/news-local-business/how-many-cell-towers-are-too-many
https://valdostatoday.com/news-2/region/2021/09/police-community-unite-for-faith-blue-outreach-project/
https://valdostatoday.com/news-2/region/2021/09/police-community-unite-for-faith-blue-outreach-project/
https://sctc.memberclicks.net/news?rkey=20210929UN23065&filter=16812
https://sctc.memberclicks.net/news?rkey=20210929UN23065&filter=16812
https://sctc.memberclicks.net/news?rkey=20210929UN23065&filter=16812
https://lailluminator.com/2021/09/30/despite-hurricane-ida-outages-louisiana-governor-supports-government-partnership-with-att/
https://lailluminator.com/2021/09/30/despite-hurricane-ida-outages-louisiana-governor-supports-government-partnership-with-att/
https://lailluminator.com/2021/09/30/despite-hurricane-ida-outages-louisiana-governor-supports-government-partnership-with-att/
https://www.rcrwireless.com/20211001/spectrum/fcc-considers-public-safety-iot-spectrum-needs
https://www.rcrwireless.com/20211001/spectrum/fcc-considers-public-safety-iot-spectrum-needs
https://www.fiercewireless.com/operators/competition-rural-america-getting-better-and-worse-industry-voices-moore
https://www.fiercewireless.com/operators/competition-rural-america-getting-better-and-worse-industry-voices-moore
https://www.airforcemag.com/firstnet-the-dedicated-communications-system-for-first-responders-is-coming-to-air-force-bases/
https://www.airforcemag.com/firstnet-the-dedicated-communications-system-for-first-responders-is-coming-to-air-force-bases/
https://www.airforcemag.com/firstnet-the-dedicated-communications-system-for-first-responders-is-coming-to-air-force-bases/
https://www.missioncriticalmagazine.com/articles/93822-mitigating-ess-cybersecurity-challenges
https://www.washingtonpost.com/washington-post-live/2021/10/14/securing-cyberspace-with-nikesh-arora-suzanne-spaulding/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/washington-post-live/2021/10/14/securing-cyberspace-with-nikesh-arora-suzanne-spaulding/
https://gcn.com/articles/2021/10/08/mfit-mobile-fingerprint-capture.aspx
https://gcn.com/articles/2021/10/08/mfit-mobile-fingerprint-capture.aspx
https://www.ems1.com/ems-products/communications/articles/911-anniversary-prompts-emergency-communications-examination-WlFIbLiRDWE9leSj/
https://www.ems1.com/ems-products/communications/articles/911-anniversary-prompts-emergency-communications-examination-WlFIbLiRDWE9leSj/
https://www.xda-developers.com/dell-latitude-7330-5430-rugged-laptops/
https://www.xda-developers.com/dell-latitude-7330-5430-rugged-laptops/
https://www.lobservateur.com/2021/10/14/att-donates-cell-tower-on-wheels-to-st-john-sheriffs-office/
https://www.lobservateur.com/2021/10/14/att-donates-cell-tower-on-wheels-to-st-john-sheriffs-office/
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FirstNet Resources 
 

 Iowa Carrier Evaluation Checklist 
Web Link:  https://isicsb.iowa.gov/sites/ 
default/files/documents/2021/04/ 
iowa_carrier_evaluation_checklist_accessible.pdf 

 FirstNet Video—Connecting and Navigating 
EMS Through Traffic 

 Web Link:  https://firstnet.gov/newsroom/videos/
connecting-and-navigating-ems-through-traffic 

 FirstNet Current & Future User Form 
READ MORE 

 Web Link:  https://isicsb.iowa.gov/current-future-
firstnet-users 

 FirstNet Nationwide Coverage 
 Web Link:  https://www.firstnet.com/coverage.html  

 FirstNet & Your Local Radio 
 Web Link:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=J2i3_HsVce4&feature=youtu.be  
 FirstNet App Catalog 
 Web Link:  https://www.firstnet.com/content/dam/

firstnet/white-
papers/2019_11_26_v1_FN_App_Catalog_Booklet_Full.pdf 

 FirstNet Checklist 
 Web Link:  https://www.firstnet.com/content-dam/

firstnet/marketing/pdf/Public-Safety-Communications-
Checklist.pdf?LinkID=checklist  

 FirstNet Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)  
 Web Link:  https://isicsb.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/

documents/2019/06/firstnet_faqs.pdf  

 FirstNet in Iowa 
Web Link:  https://firstnet.gov/public-safety/firstnet-for/
iowa 

FirstNet Mission Statement 

 

“The FirstNet mission is to deploy, operate, maintain, and im-

prove the first high-speed, nationwide wireless broadband net-

work dedicated to public safety. This reliable, highly secure, 

interoperable, and innovative public safety communications 

platform will bring 21st century tools to public safety agencies 

and first responders, allowing them to get more information 

quickly and helping them to make faster and better decisions.” 

 

FirstNet Iowa Contacts 
Kevin Nida 

Senior Public Safety Advisor 
FirstNet Responder Network Authority 

U.S. Department of Commerce 
m: 202.868.7670 

Kevin.nida@firstnet.gov 
 

Tyler Richard 
AT&T/FirstNet Iowa Consultant 

m: 641.275.7301 
tr2800@att.com 

 

Danny Noble 
FirstNet Territory Manager 

Northern Plains Public Safety Solutions 
AT&T Mobility Services LLC 

m:   260.242.3429 
dn512r@att.com 

FirstNet Authority Emergency Management  
Resource Guide 

An Overview of FirstNet for Emergency Management 
By Bruce Fitzgerald, Senior Public Safety Advisor, Emergency Management, First  

Responder Network Authority 

With increasing numbers of emergency management agencies and other public 
safety agencies and partners using FirstNet, the First Responder Network Au-
thority’s (FirstNet Authority) Emergency Management Community of Practice is 
pleased to share a resource guide for emergency managers.  Together our staff 
has more than 130 years of experience in the emergency management field, and 
we are pleased to provide an overview of features and functions that emergency 
managers may use in their daily and emergency response roles.  Many of the 
topics covered in the guide are applicable for coordinating response in the field 
or when an Emergency Operations Center (EOC) has been activated. 
 

A guide designed for emergency managers: 
The guide highlights  important topics related to emergency management, in-
cluding: 
 

 FirstNet network deployables 
 FirstNet apps and devices 
 FirstNet Central capabilities, including the Uplift Request Tool and Network 

Status View 
 Integrating FirstNet into communications plans such as Emergency Re-

sponse Plans, Statewide Communication Interoperability Plans, and Field 
Operations Guides 

 

The guide also highlights important stakeholder engagement opportunities 
from the FirstNet Authority related to event pre-planning, training and exercis-
es, and post-incident reviews.   
 

Emergency managers can look to the guide for use cases and feedback from 
emergency managers across the country, as well as tips on how to effectively 
leverage FirstNet and broadband technologies in their daily and emergency re-
sponse operations.  The guide also includes reference links and fillable forms to 
help readers obtain additional information about specific topics, such as re-
questing a FirstNet deployable or building their Incident Command System 
(ICS) forms during a response.  READ MORE 
 

 Click HERE to view the Emergency Management Resource Guide 
 Click HERE to view the FirstNet Deployable Request Form 
 Click HERE to view the ICS Form 205A Communications List 

How FirstNet Can Support Emergency Managers 
One of the key teachings for Emergency Managers is that “all disasters are local.”  
So how does FirstNet specifically help Emergency Managers do their jobs during 
a planned event, a no-notice event, or a major disaster? 
 

Whether they are standing up an EOC or operating in the field from an incident 
command post, Emergency Managers are focused on coordinating resources and 
partner agencies.  The EOC needs to know where response forces and equipment 
are located, when and where they might arrive to their deployed locations, and 
which forces are in standby or recovery mode waiting to be dispatched again.   
 

Emergency Managers are also responsible for sharing situational awareness 
through a common operating picture (COP).  Building a COP relies on gathering 
and quickly analyzing large volumes of data, such as sensor data, weather and 
environmental conditions, video feeds from fixed cameras and new platforms 
such as drones, and more. 
 

By providing multi-faceted situational awareness, FirstNet helps EOC staff to 
effectively respond to current conditions as well as to plan for the assets and 
personnel that might be needed in the next operational period. 
 

*** Source:  https://www.firstnet.gov/system/tdf/Emergency -Management-Resource-Guide-September-2021.pdf?
file=1&type=node&id=1915&force= *** 

https://isicsb.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2021/04/iowa_carrier_evaluation_checklist_accessible.pdf
https://firstnet.gov/newsroom/videos/connecting-and-navigating-ems-through-traffic
https://firstnet.gov/newsroom/videos/connecting-and-navigating-ems-through-traffic
https://isicsb.iowa.gov/current-future-firstnet-users
https://isicsb.iowa.gov/current-future-firstnet-users
https://www.firstnet.com/coverage.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J2i3_HsVce4&feature=youtu.be
https://www.firstnet.com/content/dam/firstnet/white-papers/2019_11_26_v1_FN_App_Catalog_Booklet_Full.pdf
https://www.firstnet.com/content/dam/firstnet/marketing/pdf/Public-Safety-Communications-Checklist.pdf?LinkID=checklist
https://isicsb.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2019/06/firstnet_faqs.pdf
https://firstnet.gov/public-safety/firstnet-for/iowa
mailto:Kevin.nida@firstnet.gov
mailto:tr2800@att.com
https://firstnet.gov/network/TT/deployables
https://firstnet.gov/newsroom/blog/using-and-developing-apps-firstnet-next-phase-public-safety-communications
https://firstnet.gov/newsroom/blog/growing-and-diverse-ecosystem-firstnet-devices
https://firstnet.gov/newsroom/blog/firstnet-uplift-request-tool-provides-support-during-extreme-network-congestion
https://firstnet.gov/newsroom/blog/pre-planning-support-maximize-firstnet-broadband-capabilities
https://firstnet.gov/newsroom/blog/firstnet-inject-catalog-advances-planning-and-preparation-public-safety
https://firstnet.gov/newsroom/blog/firstnet-inject-catalog-advances-planning-and-preparation-public-safety
https://firstnet.gov/newsroom/blog/after-action-reviews-improve-broadband-experience-responders-nationwide
https://firstnet.gov/newsroom/blog/overview-firstnet-emergency-management
https://www.firstnet.gov/system/tdf/Emergency-Management-Resource-Guide-September-2021.pdf?file=1&type=node&id=1915&force=
https://www.firstnet.gov/system/tdf/Firstnet-Deployable-Request-Form-September-2021_0.pdf?file=1&type=node&id=1916&force=
https://www.firstnet.gov/system/tdf/ICS-Form-205A-Communications-List-September-2021.pdf?file=1&type=node&id=1917&force=

