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THE TWISTS AND TURNS OF THE BLACKIE STOUT
INVESTIGATION

By Mike Marlin (1970-1994)

In 1970, I was hired by
the BCI right out of
college. A new unit of
the BCI was formed. I,
along with 6 other new
agents, was assigned to
the
Intelligence/Organized
Crime Unit and it was
to be a proactive unit.
1972, I was assigned to eastern Iowa and I
moved to Bettendorf, as Davenport was
known, at the time, to be a hotbed of criminal
activity. I needed to cultivate my own
information. This was accomplished by talking
to criminals in jails, prisons, and on the streets.
I developed information from CIs in the
Davenport area that led me to investigate an
allegation that the sheriff of Scott County,
William "Blackie" Strout, was appropriating
items from the sheriff's office and was involved
in protecting gambling, prostitution, and
fencing operations for organized crime people
from Kansas City.
I talked to a CI who told me that he gave
Sheriff Strout lots of leads on thefts in return
for money. In 1971, the CI told me that he told

the Sheriff where he could find a John Deere
tractor that had been stolen from a cemetery in
Wyoming, Iowa. Blackie confiscated the
tractor, as stolen property, and took it to the
sheriff's office.
In 1973, after developing information over a 2
month period, it was learned that Blackie had
taken the John Deere tractor to a property 14
miles west of Mountain View, Arkansas. I took
this information to my supervisor, Tom
Ruxlow.
I had been in contact with the Sheriff of Stone
County (AR) and the Arkansas State Police.
Ruxlow and I went to Arkansas in May 1973.
Before we could get there, Blackie and his son
were on their way back to Iowa. It seems they
got word that the BCI was on their way to
Arkansas. They came back to Iowa and hid the
tractor in a friend's barn.
When we arrived in Stone County, Blackie and
his son were at the sheriff's office. We asked
him where the tractor was. He would not tell
us. So, the Stone County sheriff arrested
Blackie and his son for Possession of Stolen
Property and put them in jail. The sheriff told
Blackie he was staying in jail until he told us
where the tractor was. I checked the property
and could not see the tractor.

Blackie remained in jail for 2-3 days before
showing us where he had hidden the tractor.
He got his truck and took us to his friend's
barn, where the tractor was confiscated by
Stone County.
Blackie and his son were then released on a
$7500 bond, each. The Iowa attorney general
charged Blackie with possession of stolen
goods. He was not jailed in Iowa but his case
went to the grand jury.
Blackie was furious with me and the BCI. He
had tremendous power in the State of Iowa
and, in fact, Scott County was known as "The
State of Scott".
Ike Skinner was the Assistant Attorney General
running the grand jury. The grand jury lasted 6
weeks and during that time, BCI agents were
brought in to debug the grand jury room and a
guard was placed at the jury room door.
During the grand jury, I continued to
investigate Blackie. This led me to the Ft.
Madison Prison to interview an inmate. It was
learned that the inmate's records had been
stolen from the Scott County Sheriff's Office,
which led us to believe that they were trying to
hide something about his case - which involved
Blackie.
On June 21, 1973, while interviewing the
inmate at the prison I received a call from
Director Craig Beek. I took the call in the
warden's office. Director Beek asked me if I
was sitting down. I told him I was sitting in the
warden's chair. He told me that there was a
warrant for my arrest out of Scott County. He
said it was a warrant issued by Davenport
County Judge Broderick alleging that "Marlin
conspired with other agents on or about April
23, 1973, to bring about the prosecution of
Stout on criminal charges. Director Beek told
me to meet Ruxlow and AAG Skinner on I-80,

and he told me to take the back roads to get
there. He told me they had the money for bail.
After I met them on I-80, I left my car and got
in with them. We went to Davenport, where I
turned myself in. I gave myself up to the
Davenport Police Department because Beek
didn't want me to go to the sheriff's office
because of possible threats.
At the police department, Ruxlow and Skinner
found out that my bond was $5000 in cash or a
judge's signature for release. At that time,
Skinner slammed his fist on the table and said
that was ridiculous. A police officer ordered
Skinner and Ruxlow out of the police
department. They did not have $5000 or a
judge's signature. They left the police
department to find a judge but found that all
judges were in Des Moines at a judge's
conference. I was booked into the city jail for
the evening.
The warrant for my arrest was from a section
of the Iowa Code that makes it a "conspiracy to
prosecute a person who is innocent." that
section of the Code was very old, possibly
dating back to the 1800s.
While I was in jail, a deputy came over from the
police department to take me to the Scott
County Jail but the police department said
"No!" Deputies came again about 2 hours later
and the police department told them I was not
going anywhere.
At 10:15 p.m., Ruxlow and Skinner came to the
police department with Judge Grant to get me
out of jail. The judge released me on my own
recognizance, saying "He's not criminal. He is
an officer of the law."
It seemed that I was arrested on June 21
because they knew all judges were out of town
and the high bond would mean that I would
have to stay in jail overnight.

When we left the police department, we drove
to the Scott County Jail and saw approximately
10 Iowa State Troopers standing across the
front of the building with shotguns at their
sides. They were not going to let me be taken
into the Scott County Jail. It was very heartwrenching to see what they were doing to
protect me. It was IHP Lt. Ted Godfrey who
had directed his troops to be there.
Later in an interview with a BCI agent, it was
learned that Blackie had met with the drunk
tank inmates, gave them alcohol, and shown
them a picture of me. Blackie told the inmates
they were to be the Hell out of me when I
came in. The police department and IHP knew
what would happen to me.
On June 28, 1973, after 53 witnesses and a
month and a half, the grand jury indicted
Sheriff Blackie Strout on Embezzlement,
Bribery, and Corruption - all felonies.
The Embezzlement charges said that "Between
January 1972 and May 1973, Stout converted a
number of pieces of property obtained through
his capacity as sheriff to his own use." This
included a 1970 John Deere tractor, U-Haul
trailer, an electric arc welder, and 70 large cans
of fruit, soup, and vegetable from the jail
commissary.
The bribery and corruption charges stemmed
from alleged "payoffs", accepted by the sheriff
at various times between October 1970 and
June 1972 from W. Doolin. The indictment
charged that "monies or other things of value"
were accepted by Strout to keep Doolin from
being arrested for operating a gambling house.
On August 1, 1973, Blackie pleaded guilty to a
lesser charge of "Misconduct or Neglect in
Office". He also resigned as sheriff. The judge
ordered Blackie to be placed on probation for a
year.

I was told I could file a False Arrest charge
against Blackie but I chose not to. The "State of
Scott" had dissolved and a corrupt sheriff was
gone.
All charges against Blackie in Arkansas were
dropped.
It was learned in the grand jury that Blackie had
put surveillance on me, my wife, and my 5-yearold son.
Director Beek called me and said that I had to
move because of all the circumstances. He gave
me the option to move anywhere and I elected
to move to Cedar Rapids; where I remained
until my retirement in 1994.
.

