










Fire Investigator Recertification: 

Once a candidate has received their certification as a Fire Investigator, the certification is valid for 3 years 
from the date of issuance. If recertification is desired, the following procedures MUST be completed and 
submitted to the FSTB, PRIOR to the certification's current expiration date. If recertification is not 
completed prior to the expiration date of the current certification, the certification will be removed from the 
individual's permanent certification record in the FSTB database and reported to the accrediting bodies as 
being revoked. 

RECERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS: 
1. Complete the Fire Investigator Recertification form, located on the Certification page of the FSTB 

website (under the Fire Investigator level at the bottom of the page).

2. Provide written documentation of 30 hours of untested (informal) training as a student or instructor, or
any combination, in fire investigation related courses or seminars. This can be in the form of
attendance certificates such as from the Iowa Chapter of the International Association of Arson
Investigators (IAAI) annual conferences, or any other conference dealing with fire/arson investigation:
OR 

3. Provide written documentation of 15 hours of tested (formal) training (e.g., CFITrainer.net course
certificates); AND

4. Submit a letter from the applicant's supervisor listing the applicant's current job description and 
attesting to the fact that the primary duty of the applicant is fire investigation. The supervisor shall be 
experienced in fire investigation as well; will review each of the applicant's reports and shall verify the
number of fires that the applicant has investigated during the past 3 year period. A minimum of 10 
fires, regardless of the determination, have to have been investigated.

In the event an individual certified as a Fire Investigator chooses NOT to recertify or does not submit the 
required documentation for recertification prior to the expiration date of their certification; their certification 
as a Fire Investigator will be canceled and removed from the Iowa certification database. The IFSAC will 
also be notified to remove the associated seal number from the national certification database. In order to 
regain this certification, the individual would need to successfully complete the required Fire Investigator 
course mentioned previously in this guide. If the Fire Investigator course has been taken within the past 
2 years, the individual is eligible to register for and take the written examination and then complete the 
associated project as described in this guide.
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